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In the year 2022, ASEAN-India relations will complete three decades. It is time not only 
to reflect on the journey of friendship and cooperation covered so far but also to chart 
the course of the future. The changing winds of global geopolitics combined with the 

tectonic shift induced by the pandemic demand innovative solutions to the challenges to our 
ecology, economy and security. While at the level of governments and businesses, there are 
several initiatives underway, the scale of opportunities that an even more vibrant ASEAN-
India collaboration requires more champions on the ground. There is a need for ideation 
platforms that bring together targeted representatives from think-tanks, industry associations, 
researchers and students of international relations studies, economics and development 
sciences, giving them an opportunity to interact with experts and senior-level policymakers 
and gain a comprehensive understanding of ways to deepen and diversify the ASEAN-India 
relationship and collaboration. 

It is towards this that the Asian Confluence in Shillong, India, the ASEAN Studies Centre 
of ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore and the ASEAN-India Centre (AIC) at RIS, New 
Delhi conducted the first week-long online training and capacity building programme titled 
“ASEAN India Development Partnership Programme (AIDPP)” from 16th to 20th August 2021. 
In its first edition, we have focussed on the achievements and challenges of ASEAN-India 
economic relations. Considering the current situation, it also proved to be an exploration of 
how we can build trust and dialogue, deliver international capacity building and advance 
research activities through virtual interactions. The AIDPP comprised several lectures and 
interactive sessions that included overarching issues like geopolitics, economic relations, 
etc., and more specific issues like trade and investment, connectivity, trade facilitation, 
people to people relations and sector-specific sessions focusing on priority sectors for the 
ASEAN and India.

The attendance to the programme was by invitation and there was balanced participation 
from both India and the ASEAN region. We thank the Ministry of External Affairs, India 
for the support and participation and also the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore for the 
participation. We are glad that the feedback to the first edition has been extremely positive. 
A majority of the respondents to our feedback survey felt that the programme was rich in 
content, organisation and beneficial in superlative terms. We will work towards taking this 
initiative further so that this capacity building programme will help strengthen the ASEAN-
India relations even more during these changing times. 

Sharon Seah
ASEAN Studies Center, 

ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute,
Singapore

Sabyasachi Dutta 
Asian Confluence,

 Shillong, India 

Prabir De
ASEAN India Center, RIS ,

New Delhi, India
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ASEAN and India are bound together by their shared history and 
culture. Relation with ASEAN is one of the cornerstones of India’s foreign 
policy. There has been steady progress in the ASEAN-India relation since the 

Look East Policy (LEP) was initiated in 1992. Today, India’s relations with ASEAN 
have also been the core foundation of India’s Act East Policy (AEP). India became 
a sectoral dialogue partner of ASEAN in 1992. In 1996, this was upgraded to a full 
dialogue partnership. India has been increasingly engaged with ASEAN, and that 
is also growing rapidly. In 2002, India became a Summit level partner of ASEAN. 
These political level interactions are further strengthened through the Senior Officials’ 
Meetings, as also specialised working groups in the various functional areas. At 
present, there are more than 30 senior officials level interactions between India and 
ASEAN, cutting across all the sectors, and an annual summit of the Heads of the 
countries. In 2018, ASEAN and India commemorated 25 years of dialogue partnership 
and 15 years of Summit level partnership. The Commemorative Summit attended 
by the Leaders from all the 10 ASEAN countries came out with the Delhi Declaration, 
the guiding roadmap of the ASEAN-India partnership. In 2022, ASEAN and India 
will be celebrating their 3 decades of partnership. 

The world is facing unprecedented challenges. The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic 
has severely impacted lives and livelihoods, basic well-being, and the productivity 
of countries across the world. Faced with the greatest challenges since the Great 
Depression of the 1930s, the need for stronger multilateral cooperation is, therefore, felt 
sine qua non to not only containing the pandemic and mitigate its social and economic 
effects but also to bring back the world economy to the growth path. It also underlines 
the need for deeper cooperation between ASEAN and India in order to find collective 
solutions to these challenges and the collective path for a resilient recovery. 

While the initial months of the COVID-19 pandemic witnessed a deceleration of trade 
between ASEAN and India, India’s engagements with ASEAN nations in coping with 
the COVID-19 challenges have paved the way for friendship, good neighbourliness, 
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peaceful co-existence and prosperity in the region. Although trade growth, both in 
India and ASEAN, in recent months has faltered due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and trade policy uncertainties, there is still untapped potential for further enhancing 
ASEAN-India trade. Also, the future looks promising as there is a clear sign of revival 
of trade in goods between ASEAN countries and India in later months. One of the 
key challenges to India’s export in this uncertain time is, therefore, to maintain the 
competitiveness in the global and regional markets by improving trade facilitation 
not only at home but also with the trade partners. Along with it, upgrading the 
ASEAN-India FTA (AIFTA) and its effective utilisation may perhaps add the required 
momentum to the bilateral trade flows while promoting sustainable and inclusive 
growth for both ASEAN and India. Another great opportunity to scale up the ASEAN-
India engagement is the development of value chains. ASEAN and India can leverage 
the emerging scenario and support each other to build new and resilient supply 
chains. However, to explore this opportunity, ASEAN and India must upgrade the 
logistics services and strengthen the transportation infrastructure. Investment reform 
is another challenge for both India and ASEAN. 

Business and economic cooperation between India and ASEAN in areas of 
mutual interest such as financial technology (FinTech), connectivity, start-ups, 
innovation, empowerment of youth and women and the development of MSMEs is 
an important driver to scale up the ASEAN-India relation. ASEAN-India connectivity 
could serve as a basis for Indo-Pacific infrastructure cooperation.  The ASEAN-India 
Plan of Action (POA) (2021-2025) recommends for transforming Trilateral Highway 
into an Economic Corridor. Deep integration between India and ASEAN is likely 
to provide a strong platform for the larger economic integration, particularly in the 
post-COVID-19 times. This is a time for skilling and capacity building, firming up the 
new strategy to cope up with the emerging challenges. 

In the wake of the current global pandemic, economic and cultural interactions 
have been restricted. ASEAN member states and India have been facing daunting 
tasks to bring back the regional economy onto the growth path. This poses substantial 
challenges for research relationships aiming to build capacity and foster co-creation 
to achieve economic growth as well as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
where regional collaboration and communication is paramount. Only an enhanced 
and upgraded skill can provide better solutions. 

In view of the above, the Asian Confluence, Shillong, India; the ASEAN 
Studies Centre of ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore; and the ASEAN-India 
Centre (AIC) at Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), New 
Delhi organised a week-long online capacity-building programme titled “ASEAN India 
Development Partnership Programme (AIDPP)” from 16 to 20 August 2021. The first 
edition of the AIDPP focussed on the achievements and challenges of ASEAN-India 
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economic relations. Considering the current situation, we aimed at how we can build 
trust and dialogue, deliver international capacity building and advance research 
activities through virtual interactions. This capacity-building programme aimed to 
help strengthen the ASEAN-India relations during these changing times. The AIDPP 
comprised several lectures and interactive sessions that included both overarching and 
broad issues like geopolitics, economic relations, etc., and more specific issues like trade 
and investment, connectivity, trade facilitation and sector-specific sessions focussing 
on priority sectors for the ASEAN-India relations. The programme targeted officials, 
representatives from think-tanks, industry associations, researchers and students of 
international relations studies, economics and development sciences, who can gain a 
comprehensive understanding of ways to deepen and diversify the relationship and 
cooperation between India and ASEAN countries. The course aimed to help equip 
researchers, practitioners and officials to better understand how to approach the 
various facets, achievements, challenges for enhancing cooperation between ASEAN 
and India. The course featured leading experts from the fields of policy, academia, 
law and industry to deliver lectures and conduct interactive sessions on various topics 
and subjects that are critical towards forging mutually beneficial collaborations and 
larger regional cooperation between India and ASEAN countries.
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The week-long training programme was flagged off 
with Inaugural Remarks by Mr. V.V. Sapkal, Joint 
Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Government 

of India and Mr. Mark Neo, Director General, ASEAN 
Directorate, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore.  

In his inaugural remarks, Mr. Vishvas Vidu Sapkal, Joint 
Secretary (South), Ministry of External Affairs, Government 
of India said, “The ASEAN India relationship is multifaceted 
and I am glad to note that the three institutions, namely 
the Asian Confluence; ASEAN-India Centre (AIC) and the 
ASEAN Studies Centre of ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, 
Singapore have taken this initiative to introduce the 
participants to the broad and overarching themes of 
the ASEAN-India relations.” While touching upon the 
several aspects of the ASEAN-India relations, he added, 
“The ASEAN-India strategic partnership lies on a strong 
foundation of our shared historical, geographical and 
civilisational ties. It is driven by our common strategic 
priorities of promoting peace, security, stability and 
prosperity in the region. This relationship has gone beyond 
its cultural and economic dimensions. India and ASEAN 
share the pluralistic natures of our societies encompassing 
many religions of the world and its diverse cultures.”  

Mr. Mark Neo, Director-General, ASEAN Directorate, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore said that Singapore 
had always been a staunch supporter of India’s engagement 
with ASEAN. Noting that the relationship has grown stronger 
and deeper over the years, there was nevertheless more both 

Vishvas 
Vidu Sapkal

Mark Neo

Event Highlights
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sides could do under Singapore’s country coordinator-ship of 
ASEAN-India Dialogue Relations from 2021 to 2024. In this 
regard, Singapore has identified a number of priority areas of 
cooperation: digital transformation, cybersecurity, smart cities, 
research and innovation, and regional economic integration. As 
ASEAN and India celebrate the 30th anniversary of Dialogue 
Relations in 2022, Mr. Neo welcomed India to keep up its 
engagement and explore opportunities to play a more active 
role in the region.

Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi, Director General of the RIS, New 
Delhi in his opening remarks talked about the programme as 
an attempt to bring in three different elements together. He said 
that it is also an insight into how the economic relationships 
have progressed between ASEAN and India. In the post-COVID 
era, the challenges have multiplied. The fiscal space and the 
unlimited flow of finance are no longer as easy as before and 
FinTech is the new way forward for vast strategic initiatives. 
In this concluding decade, where we have only nine years to 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, we have to work 
in a collaborative manner for their successful implementation

In his remarks, Mr. Choi Shing Kwok, Director and CEO of 
ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute highlighted the warm, robust, 
and mutually beneficial ties cultivated by ASEAN and India 
over the past three decades, their fruitful partnership in 
ASEAN-led mechanisms as well as their strong commitment 
to multilateralism and regionalism for advancing peace and 
stability in the region. Notwithstanding this, the full potential 
of the relations has not been realised. Mr. Choi said the 
conditions for deeper engagement between ASEAN and India 
have changed. In the face of the changing global geo-strategic 
environment, particularly the US-China competition, and the 
economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, ASEAN and 
India are now poised for rapid and accelerated progress in 
further deepening their engagement. Both parties can look to 
augment India’s security and strategic presence in Southeast 
Asia to reinforce norms and values that are deeply held by their 
peoples. India is expected to remain an important strategic 
partner for ASEAN for the decades ahead.    

Sachin 
Chaturvedi

Choi Shing 
Kwok
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Mr. M. P. Bezbaruah, Chairman of the Asian Confluence 
Governing Council in his inaugural remarks highlighted the 
role of institutional collaborations between ASEAN and India 
to address how the huge potential in collaborations can be 
activated. “The Asian Confluence is always ready to contribute 
towards this effort,” he said.

“We are delighted to put together this initiative with the ASEAN-
India Centre at RIS, New Delhi, and the Asian Confluence. 
This programme will go a long way in building sustained 
institutional relationships and foster further institutional and 
people to people linkages between ASEAN and India,” said 
Ms. Sharon Seah, Senior Fellow and Coordinator of ASEAN 
Studies Centre at ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute. 

“Singapore has taken over from Thailand as the country 
coordinator for ASEAN-India dialogue relations in August 
2021 and will continue in this role until 2024. The ASEAN-
India Centre (AIC) at RIS is very pleased to be part of this 
partnership with the ASEAN Studies Centre of ISEAS - Yusof 
Ishak Institute, a leading think-tank in the ASEAN region, and 
the Asian Confluence, a premier institution headquartered in 
our Northeast region to present this timely initiative. Fostering 
the partnership with ASEAN will lead to the strengthening of 
a global recovery,” said Dr. Prabir De, ASEAN-India Centre 
at RIS, New Delhi.

“We are very encouraged by the responses to this first edition 
from across various disciplines in India and ASEAN. We plan 
this as a sustained initiative to build capacity and create a 
community of ground-level champions consisting of various 
stakeholders across India and ASEAN,” said Mr. Sabyasachi 
Dutta, Executive Director, Asian Confluence, India. 

M. P. Bezbaruah

Sharon Seah

Prabir De

Sabyasachi 
Dutta
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Three Decades of ASEAN-India 
Relations
Dr. Prabir De, Head of the ASEAN-India Centre at RIS 
provided an overview of the ASEAN-India relations as a key 
cornerstone of their foreign policy. On the economic front, he 
spoke of major trade and connectivity initiatives for promoting 
bilateral trade and development. He reiterated that trade 
potentials could be maximised by further improving trade 
facilitation measures, utilising the FTA, and scaling up the value 
chains with ASEAN countries. In the face of the unprecedented 
challenges and the on-going pandemic, deeper cooperation 
in search of collective solutions for a resilient recovery is 
required, such as deepening production networks and supply 
chains, considering new products and new schedule of tariff 
liberalisation, trade and investment facilitation measures, 
improving digital and physical connectivity. With respect to 
ASEAN-India strategic engagement in the Indo-Pacific region, 
both sides should look for a common vision to move forward 
with strategies for cooperation. 

Ms. Sharon Seah, Senior Fellow, Coordinator of the 
ASEAN Studies Centre at ISEAS spoke of the evolution of the 
ASEAN-India relations which were largely driven by the “Look 
East Policy” and the “Act East Policy”. In terms of strategic 
imperatives for engagement, she spoke of India’s access to 
the Indo-Pacific region, opportunities for growth prospect 
post-pandemic, and the balance of power in Southeast Asia 

Session I was moderated by  
Prof. Suthiphand Chirathivat, 
Chairman of the ASEAN Studies 
Centre, Chulalongkorn University, 
Bangkok.

16 
August 
2021

Session: I

7



in the face of major power rivalry and geopolitical uncertainties. 
She highlighted the growing importance of the Indo-Pacific concept 
in regional and global strategic discourse and the need for ASEAN 
to articulate the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AIOP) to stay 
relevant. She reiterated that it is in India’s interest to continue engaging 
with ASEAN and intensify the engagement by supporting ASEAN 
centrality while keeping the region open and inclusive. On the trade 
and economic front, the ASEAN-India FTA should be made more 
user-friendly for businesses on the ground. Moving forward, both 
sides should focus on post-pandemic recovery, improving physical 
and digital connectivity, and strengthening cooperation on climate 
change.

Strategic Imperatives of ASEAN-India 
Relations

Prof. Harsh V. Pant, Director of Studies and Head of the Strategic 
Studies Programme, Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi 
highlighted ASEAN as a key pillar of India’s Act East strategy. He 
took a deeper look at four key domains of ASEAN-India cooperation 
for which the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP) serves 
as a guiding principle, namely maritime cooperation, connectivity, 
UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2030, and economic 
development. He highlighted the significance of the ASEAN-India 
strategic partnership in foreign policies, especially in the face of 
existing challenges and growing volatilities in the regional and global 
arenas. The Indo-Pacific region which is central to global politics and 
economics is facing structural shifts with evolving power rivalry and 
escalating geopolitical contestation. While India underscored ASEAN 
centrality in its AOIP, both sides should coordinate their response to 
these structural shifts in the region. He also pointed out the absence 
of institutions to manage emerging global and regional challenges 
and the impact of the pandemic that would exacerbate institutional 
challenges and great power contestation in the region. It is, therefore, 
important for ASEAN and India to chart out a more comprehensive 
operational agenda for future cooperation by building coalitions and 
shaping developments in the Indo-Pacific where no single power can 
dominate the regional agenda.
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17 
August 
2021

Session: II

Deepening ASEAN-India Trade 
Integration

Dr. Sithanonxay Suvannaphakdy, Lead Researcher 
(Economics) of the ASEAN Studies Centre at ISEAS highlighted 
that there is a need to boost bilateral trade flows between India 
and ASEAN as their trade linkage is weaker than with other 
partners such as China, Japan and the US. Also, ASEAN-
India FTA had the lowest level of tariff liberalisation among 
ASEAN+1 FTAs at around 80 per cent. Bilateral trade flows 
between India and ASEAN had been affected by the high cost 
of non-tariff barriers. He emphasised that Non-Tariff Measures 
(NTMs) are particularly detrimental to the development 
prospects in ASEAN and India as NTMs could be used to 
substitute tariffs. India had the largest number of NTMs 
followed by Thailand and the Philippines in ASEAN. However, 
it could be noted that NTMs in India and ASEAN had been 
on the rise. The WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) 
provisions could reduce the time and cost of international trade 
and boost international trade flows. Using data from the UN 
Global Survey on Digital and Sustainable Trade Facilitation 
in 2019, full implementation of cross-border paperless trade 
would potentially increase ASEAN exports by US$ 199 billion 
and India exports by US$ 16.7 billion annually with the time 
required to export falling by 19 per cent to 98 per cent. 

Session II was moderated by  
Dr. Jayant Menon, Visiting Senior 
Fellow, ISEAS – Yusof Ishak 
Institute, Singapore.
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Changing Profile of ASEAN-India 
Investment Relations and B2B 
Engagements

Mr. Pranav Kumar, Head of International Relations, 
Confederation of Indian Industry, New Delhi stated that the “Look 
East Policy” initiated in 1992 was more from the geopolitical point 
of view. Over the years, ASEAN-India trade and investment 
relations have been strengthened with deep linkages between 
trade and investment, especially for global value chains that are 
investment led and help in facilitation of trade. Mr. Kumar spoke 
of some initiatives such as the “Make in India” Initiative launched 
in 2014 and the current “Production-linked Incentive Scheme” that 
aim to integrate Indian manufacturing into the global production 
network. India has been calling for investment from ASEAN, 
especially in the areas of infrastructure, healthcare, e-commerce, 
education, IT and smart cities. In terms of trade linkages, India 
has not been able to diversify its export basket towards high 
value products. On the geopolitics front, Mr. Kumar spoke of 
India’s involvement in the Quad and the Supply Chain Resilience 
Initiative with Japan and Australia which also help facilitate 
businesses and enhance supply chain networks. With respect 
to the B2B engagement, he spoke of the bilateral CEO Forums 
that India set up with ASEAN countries such as Singapore and 
Malaysia, and a forum with CLMV countries to promote economic 
ties between their companies.

10



18 
August 
2021

Session: III

Multilateralism in Post-COVID-19 
World

Ms. Hoang Thi Ha, Lead Researcher (Political-Security) 
of the ASEAN Studies Centre, ISEAS highlighted the role of 
the COVID-19 pandemic in exposing the existing challenges 
to multilateralism, specifically the tension between global 
and national interests with the pandemic engendering more 
insular, nationally oriented solutions than globally oriented 
cooperation. She noted that achieving effective multilateralism 
is in question, citing regional concerns about ASEAN’s inability 
to adapt to changing situations and deliver tangible results. 
Moreover, she highlighted the tensions in the India-ASEAN 
relationship. While both parties appear to be natural partners 
given multilateralism’s benefits, India’s withdrawal from the 
RCEP highlighted the country’s increasing deglobalisation 
discourse. Lastly, Ms. Hoang highlighted the existing 
trend towards diverse forms of multilateralism with India 
trailblazing in this regard. She opined that ASEAN as a 
diplomatic ecosystem is well-placed to facilitate diverse 
minilateral arrangements, though she acknowledged concerns 
that such groupings may eclipse ASEAN’s efficacy in dealing 
with regional security concerns. Ms. Hoang called for more 
inclusive, multi-level and multi-channel multilateralism. She 
encouraged both ASEAN and India to continue holding the 
middle ground position in situations of geopolitical rivalry. 

Session III was moderated by 
Ms. Sharon Seah, Senior Fellow, 
Coordinator of the ASEAN Studies 
Centre at ISEAS-Yusof Ishak 
Institute, Singapore.

11



ASEAN-India in the Indo-Pacific

Ms. Jane Chan, Senior Fellow of the S. Rajaratnam School of 
International Studies (RSIS), Singapore noted that global trends 
are reshaping the strategic outlook in the Indo-Pacific with two 
differing visions emerging: (1) a competitive vision where the 
Indo-Pacific strategic environment is seen as a zero-sum game, 
dominated by great power competition; and (2) a cooperative 
vision, where cooperation and seaborne trade are seen as 
engendering nations’ success. She emphasised that these 
visions point to the differing narratives and understandings of 
the maritime order. She believed that more efforts need to be 
placed in defining terms such as ‘rules’ and ‘norm-building’, 
as well as operationalising how ASEAN and India can work 
closer to have a realistic common vision of the Indo-Pacific 
region. In addition, she pointed out the increasing importance 
of the universality of rules, laws and regulations in the 
maritime order, with ASEAN states increasingly emphasising 
the importance of UNCLOS and the arbitral award in the South 
China Sea disputes. She stated that many ASEAN states have 
reservations towards both the Indo-Pacific Concept and the 
Quad, owing to two factors: (1) there is the perception that 
supporting either is synonymous to taking sides in the great 
power rivalry, given the perceived inter-linkages between the 
two; and (2) ASEAN states’ concern that supporting another 
regional grouping would threaten ASEAN centrality, despite 
common values shared. 

12



19 
August 
2021

Session: IV

ASEAN-India Connectivity

Prof. Ruth Banomyong of Thammasat University, Bangkok 
highlighted that ASEAN tended to perform better in promoting 
physical connectivity than ‘soft’ connectivity to enhance cross-
border trade, with regulatory and institutional challenges persisting 
in developments in ASEAN land connectivity, ASEAN single 
aviation market, and ASEAN single shipping market. Regarding 
ASEAN-India connectivity, he expounded on the flagship 
projects that spanned land, water, air and digital connectivity. He 
opined that there is great interest in Thai policymaking circles for 
greater ASEAN-India connectivity, especially through the India-
Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway, as it benefits the Kingdom 
in being a centre of transport, communication and trade.

Dr. Prabir De highlighted India’s increasing focus on Southeast 
Asia as well as India’s North-Eastern Region in its connectivity 
initiatives. Regarding the ongoing Trilateral Highway project, he 
highlighted Bangladesh’s recent interest to collaborate, stating that 
this was a game-changer that enhanced India’s Act East Policy 
as well as value chains and economic development in India’s 
Northeast. In the development of a new policy agenda, Dr. De 
highlighted six priority areas: (1) Build synergy with external 
partners on connectivity plans; (2) promote closer cooperation 
with the ASEAN Secretariat on connectivity; (3) complete 
construction of ongoing corridors; (4) focus on digital connectivity 
and e-commerce;  (5) facilitate new projects in air, maritime and 
energy connectivity; and (6) establish regional partnerships with 
development partners and co-financing with development banks.

Session IV was moderated by  
Mr. Rajat Nag, Member of 
the Governing Council, Asian 
Confluence, New Delhi.
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Production Networks and ASEAN and 
India in Shifting Global Supply Chains

Prof. Fukunari Kimura, Chief Economist of ERIA, Jakarta 
emphatically stated that India must join Factory Asia, which 
ASEAN and East Asia have been heavily participating in. 
The latter group have been utilising international production 
networks (IPN) which has led to their strong economic growth. 
In contrast, while India is rapidly developing, it is lagging behind 
in the utilisation of IPNs. He emphasised India’s great potential 
in joining Factory Asia, given manufacturing’s continued 
importance for economic development. He highlighted India’s 
trade underperformance vis-à-vis its ASEAN and East Asian 
neighbours: ASEAN’s 2019 trade values with its East Asian 
neighbours and India exceeded predicted values, while India 
significantly underperformed. He emphasised that India and 
South Asia must take advantage of their geographical position, 
being situated next to ASEAN/East Asia to utilize IPNs and 
increase the supporting institutional and digital connectivity. 
He opined that a wider choice of networks with India will 
enhance robustness and resilience of IPNs overall. Regarding 
the services trade, he encouraged greater trade cooperation 
between ASEAN/East Asia and India, given India’s strength 
in exporting ICT services and East Asia’s expertise in digital 
businesses.

14



20 
August 
2021

Session: V

ASEAN-India Connectivity

Mr. Sanjay Pulipaka, Senior Fellow of the Delhi Policy Group 
highlighted the significance of enhanced political, economic 
and cultural interactions in forging better people-to-people 
understanding and communication and peace promotion. He 
highlighted the key areas and initiatives for further strengthening 
ASEAN-India people-to-people ties, including the promotion of 
women and youth participation in human development programmes, 
supporting ASEAN capacity building, enhancing understanding of 
ASEAN’s and India’s cultures, amongst others. He spoke of the 
increase in tourist arrivals and India’s involvement in the restoration 
and conservation of ancient temples across ASEAN countries that 
could promote tourism. Moving forward, it is incumbent on India 
and ASEAN to foster people-to-people interactions given their 
common interest in sustaining the momentum of globalisation and 
a multipolar Indo-Pacific region.

Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta, Executive Director of ASCON provided 
an overview of formal existing mechanisms that facilitate ASEAN-
India people-to-people connectivity. The AIDPP co-organised by 
ISEAS, RIS and ASCON is an activity that helps foster people-
to-people ties on the ground. He spoke of the North East India 
region as an example for the promotion of regional tourism 2.0 
and highlighted that fostering people-to-people ties could be 
implemented and strengthened through eco-tourism, religious 
tourism, educational tourism, health and wellness tourism, etc. 
While industries are struggling to recover from the pandemic, 
national governments’ political will and the search for new, 
innovative and digital products in the tourism and education sectors 
would be required. This could start with micro-projects by exploring 
connectivity and other initiatives that would help weave a strong 
people’s network along the way.

Session V was moderated by  
Dr. Prabir De, ASEAN-India 
Centre at RIS, New Delhi.
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ASEAN and India’s Progress on SDGs: 
Opportunities for Collaboration

Ms. Melinda Martinus, Lead Researcher (Socio-Cultural) of the 
ASEAN Studies Centre at ISEAS shared her insights on the sustainable 
development progress in ASEAN and India and possible areas for 
cooperation. She spoke of the significance of the SDGs that have been 
institutionalised in both sides’ high-level agendas including India’s 
National Development Goals and the 2015 ASEAN Charter. ASEAN-
India cooperation for the SDGs would be critical for the Asia-Pacific 
region to achieve its target. With respect to the progress on achieving 
all 17 SDGs, amongst ASEAN countries, only Thailand ranks within 
the top 50, while India ranks at 120 – below all ASEAN countries. While 
ASEAN and India have put a great deal of effort towards achieving 
the SDGs, a lot of work remains to be done. ASEAN and India could 
work together to fill each other’s SDGs gaps. ASEAN could learn 
from India in “Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and Production” 
and “Goal 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institution” while India could 
learn from ASEAN in “Goal 5: Gender Equality” and “Goal 9: Industry, 
Innovation and Infrastructure”.

Dr. P K Anand, Visiting Fellow of the RIS, New Delhi shared his 
insights on India’s progress on SDGs and key initiatives on climate 
action, conservation, development and management of the terrestrial 
ecosystem, and life under water. In terms of SDGs, India is on track 
to achieve the SDG 6 on Clean Water and Sanitation and SDG 13 
on Climate Action. India’s overall performance ranks at 120 out 
of 165 countries. In terms of the country’s Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) target, India is on track to achieve its NDCs 
by 2030. On the environmental dimensions for collaboration with 
ASEAN, he spoke of equity issues that need to be in line with Paris 
Agreement, the per capita incomes convergence and operation of 
a technology facilitation mechanism. On the social and economic 
dimensions, he shared some of India’ good practices in food security, 
global public good for health, education, gender issues, and clean 
water and sanitation. Collaborations with ASEAN countries could 
be intensified on clean and affordable energy while other areas such 
as science and technology, research and development, etc., could be 
further strengthened.
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Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta
Executive Director, Asian Confluence

• This one-week series of lectures, interactions with eminent experts, 
stakeholders from various disciplines on ASEAN-India relations was meant 
to be a deep dive into the various aspects of India-ASEAN relations. 

• At a time when there was a need for continuous interactions among scholars 
from both India and ASEAN to brainstorm the ideas to bring back economies 
and lives on track we witnessed that the interactions amongst the research 
scholars were stalled owing to the ongoing pandemic, this programme not 
only brought scholars together but also the stakeholders, who hoped that 
with such interactions and continuous efforts we can not only cope with 
the after-effects of the pandemic but also help in achieving greater heights 
of our friendly relations. ASCON is delighted with the feedback to this first 
edition and hopes to organise other editions in a more robust way.

Ms. Sharon Seah
Senior Fellow and Coordinator, ASEAN Studies Center, ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute

During the five days, we engaged in robust discussions on how to take this relationship 
forward and deeper existing cooperation and explore new areas of collaboration. 

• India and ASEAN member states have been consistently supportive and 
encouraging the interactions between our academic institutions.

•  The India-ASEAN networks of think tanks will also help in an extension of 
interactions between the ASEAN region and India.

• ASEAN Studies Centre – ISEAS, Singapore hoped that the next 3 years of 

AIDPP
Session-wise  
Key Takeaways  
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ASEAN-India relations under the country’s leadership will be a productive 
one and provide constructive suggestions and increase strategic interest to a 
higher level.

Dr. Prabir De
Professor, ASEAN-India Centre, RIS

• This year is the 29th year of India-ASEAN bilateral relations and in 2022, 
ASEAN and India will be celebrating three decades of bilateral relations 
and the year will be referred to as ASEAN-India Friendship year. In order 
to celebrate this friendship year, ASEAN and India have announced their 
visions in the Indo-Pacific, and, India continues to support the Indo-ASEAN 
Programme extensively.

Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi
Director General, RIS

• The programme is a great initiative by the three organisers. This course will 
help further develop the ASEAN-India development partnership.

• Over the years, relations between ASEAN and India have been prosperous and 
have gained depth in trade, investment, FDI and Sustainable Development. 
During the current time owing to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, challenges 
have multiplied. The fiscal space and the unlimited flow of finance are no 
longer available. Thus, it is important to see both challenges and partnership 
areas in the ASEAN-India relationship.

• FinTech and the Blue economy are the new emerging areas in developing the 
relationship between India and ASEAN.

• The programme is also an insight into how the economic relationships have 
progressed between ASEAN and India.

• In this concluding decade where only nine years are left to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals, there is a need to work in a collaborative 
manner for their successful implementation.

Mr. M. P. Bezbaruah
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Chairman of the Asian Confluence Governing Council

• ASEAN is a key component of India’s Act East policy and North-East (NE) 
India is the bridge from where Act East policy starts.

• ASCON is playing an important part in improving this bridge to strengthen 
India’s Act East Policy. ASCON gives voice to the people of NE. It believes 
that the third space can help in reeling the goal of integration and people-to-
people contacts beyond the political boundary. It is very important to connect 
institutions in order to connect with people, which further can help in realising 
people’s aspirations.

• Digital connectivity in the region is opening up immense opportunities for 
the people.

• Connectivity corridors now need to be transformed into economic corridors.
• The broad objective of this capacity building programme is to make the people 

able to take the opportunity available.
• In today’s time, there is a strong need for collaboration among training 

institutions, to continuously learn to adapt to changing times. Such 
collaboration will be cost-effective as individual institutes can specialise in their 
areas, instead of all institutions specialising in everything. Areas in which NE 
can collaborate for capacity building include agriculture, horticulture, energy, 
irrigation, handicrafts and handlooms, and tourism.   

Mr. Choi Shing Kwok
Director and CEO of ISEAS - Yusof Ishak,  Institute

• ASEAN-India enjoys robust and mutually benefiting ties.
• On the economic front, ASEAN is India’s 4th largest trading partner whereas 

India is ASEAN’s 6th largest partner.
• Almost a quarter of outward investment comes to ASEAN, which increased 

fourfold from 2018 to 2020.
• Today’s India-ASEAN relationship is a natural consequence of history, culture, 

tradition, and traders. Due to this, we can expect India and ASEAN to remain 
partners for many coming decades.

• Both India and ASEAN nations were preoccupied domestically for which both 
did not realise the full potential of India-ASEAN relation. Now, is the time to 
chart out a way to realise this full potential 
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• In the last 2020 ASEAN Summit, it was agreed to prioritise India-
ASEAN relations by strengthening connectivity, trade, supply chain and 
investment. However, there is still a lot to do on these fronts and now in this 
new world, there are immense opportunities for both India and ASEAN to 
reap the benefits in their favour. 

•  Both India and ASEAN are interested in creating an open, rule-based Indo-
Pacific. We need to work on mutual coordination to achieve Indo-Pacific 
visions.

Mr. Mark Neo
Director-General, ASEAN Directorate, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore

• ASEAN-India dialogue was established in 1992 and they became full dialogue 
partners in 1996.

• Deep roots between the two have helped develop open, inclusive infrastructure. 
In 2018-10 ASEAN leaders attended Singapore’s Republic Day celebrations.

• Singapore has always been a staunch supporter of India’s relations with 
ASEAN and has been the coordinator of ASEAN-India Dialogue. 

• Singapore has identified areas of collaboration, which are as under:
 » Digital transformation which we all can see has been necessitated by 

COVID-19
 » Enhancing cyber security – With the growing use of digital technologies, 

there is a need for safe and reliable cyberspace. India has an expertise in 
technical policies in cyber security, where ASEAN looks to collaborate.

 » Network – ASEAN-India regional actors look towards greater networking 
opportunities.

 » Research and Innovation – ASEAN-India can cooperate on research. 
The COVID-19 pandemic revealed that India can play a greater role in 
collaboration on the global pharmaceutical front.

 » Regional Cooperation – Economic impact of COVID-19 has underscored 
the importance of a regional partnership and there is a need to work to 
further strengthen this.

• Countries that are open to international trade tend to grow faster. Thus, there 
is a need to look for trade liberalisation and open routes for Singaporean 
businesses. 

• Training and capacity building programmes provide the platform to form new 
ideas to collaborate and this programme has been a great step towards this end.
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Mr. V. V. Sapkal
Joint Secretary (South), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India

• The ASEAN-India strategic partnership stands on a strong foundation 
of shared geographical, historical and cultural ties, driven by common 
strategic priorities of promoting peace, security, stability and prosperity. The 
relationship has gone well beyond its economic and cultural dimensions. 
India’s relationship with ASEAN is a key pillar of our foreign policy and the 
foundation of the Act East Policy

• From a sectoral partner of ASEAN in 1993 to a dynamic partner in 1996 
and then a summit level partner in 2002 and with the upgradation of the 
relationship into a strategic partnership in 2012, India is now celebrating 30 
years of relationship with ASEAN.

• Several dialogue mechanisms between India and ASEAN across various fields 
ranging from farmers agriculture, tourism, telecom have been held.

• ASEAN members have purposefully responded to the crisis individually. 
These challenges have brought ASEAN and India even closer as we have 
extended from practical support to each other during this time of stress.

• India has contributed US dollar 1 million to the ASEAN COVID response 
plan. We mutually assisted each other during the pandemic by providing 
essential medicines, vaccines and other COVID assistance.

• Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia facilitated supplies of ISO tanks to India 
during our second wave. India also provided 300 oxygen concentrators and 
100 metric tonnes of liquid medical oxygen to Indonesia during the severe 
third wave of COVID. 

• ASEAN-India relationship is multifaceted. The most important areas of India-
ASEAN cooperation are greater connectivity including physical, economic, 
political connectivity, and close people-to-people contacts which are clearly 
reflected in our Act East Policy.

• There is a lot of scope for enhancing connectivity to land, air and sea. India-
Myanmar-Thailand (IMT) trilateral highway is an ongoing effort to enhance 
road connectivity between India’s northeast and southeast Asia. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi announced a line of credit (LOC) of US$ 1 billion 
for enhancing physical and digital currency. There is a need to explore ways 
how we can achieve this.
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• ASEAN is India’s fourth largest trading partner in 2021. India and ASEAN 
are in the process of revitalising the India-ASEAN Free Trade Agreement, 
as decided in the 17th ASEAN-India Economic Ministers Consultations held 
virtually on 29th August 2020. The review has been proposed by the ASEAN-
India Business Council (AIBC) which was set up in 2003, that provides a good 
mechanism to promote business.

• Development Cooperation is another mainstay of ASEAN-India relations.
• The ASEAN-India hackathon, which was held virtually in February 2021 

and provided 1000 integrated PhD fellowships to ASEAN students at our 
prestigious IITs, has been an effective vehicle for the focus. A fellowship 
programme with a total budget outlay of approximately US$ 145 billion is 
the single largest capacity development initiative of India and its partnership 
with ASEAN has become very popular in ASEAN countries

• India provides more than 1000 scholarships to ASEAN students both 
bilaterally as well as under ASEAN, every year at various prestigious institutes, 
universities, institutions, all over India. Exchange programmes for students, 
media personnel, farmers are also ongoing activities. Cyber and digital 
technology is another important area for the India-ASEAN implications.

• ASEAN is also passing digital growth. According to the World Economic 
Forum, ASEAN is the fastest-growing internet market in the world. India being 
well advanced in the internet technologies can help other ASEAN countries 
in developing their internet infrastructure.

• A large percentage of young populations, huge potential to enhance economic 
ties, cultural and civilisational affinity, already robust ASEAN-India strategic 
partnership provided adequate reason and incentive for strengthening 
ASEAN-India cyber and digital cooperation. The rapidly increasing threats to 
safe and secure cyberspace in the COVID and post-COVID era make ASEAN-
India cyber cooperation imminent.

•  ASEAN is central to the emerging dynamic of the Indo-Pacific as it contributes 
to security and growth for all. ASEAN Outlook on Indo-Pacific (AOIP) has 
added another dimension to our strategic partnership by providing a good 
basis for developing activities that serve our common quest for free, open, 
inclusive rules-based Indo-Pacific region that is firmly rooted in international 
law.

• The synergy between AOIP and India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI) 
as highlighted by PM Modi during the 14th Summit in Bangkok provides us 
with a great opportunity to advance as an industry partner in the Indo-Pacific 
region, particularly in the areas of maritime cooperation, connectivity, and 
achieving sustainable development goals.
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Moderator 
Prof. Suthiphand Chirathivat

• The programme is a timely initiative and it will help ASEAN-India in further 
reaching their goals and build a community of shared future.

• On 8 August 2021, ASEAN celebrated its 54th Anniversary. This helps us to 
review recent developments, while moving to the future. 

• India became a sectoral dialogue partner of ASEAN in 1992. Mutual interest 
led ASEAN to invite India to become its full dialogue partner during the 
fifth ASEAN Summit in Bangkok in 1995. India also became a member of the 
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) in 1996. India and ASEAN have been holding 
summit-level meetings on an annual basis since 2002. The celebration of the 30th 
Anniversary of ASEAN-India relations is important to remind the importance 
of working together for the benefit of our people, region, environment and all 
kinds of issues that we will face in the future.

• A lot of things need to be done at the ground level for the betterment of the 
India-ASEAN relationship, since it has not been well understood by many. 
Opportunities and practical solutions need to be created. 

• Shared history, culture or past relations between South East Asia and India, is 
the foundation that needs to be given importance, because it is referred to as 
the period of change, richness, etc.

• There is a need of growing together beyond our bilateral partnership. In this 
regard, efforts should be made to help our people grow and develop skills that 
will meet our future requirements. This is required not only for India-ASEAN 
relations but also to work together with the world.

Session: I

16 August 2021
Three Decades of ASEAn-
India Relations 
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• India has done very well as a sectoral dialogue partnership in 1992, even 
before Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. India made significant progress from 
the Look East Policy in 1992 to the Act East Policy in the present leadership 
of PM Modi.

• Even before the COVID pandemic, our world was facing challenges. However, 
COVID-19 has posed unprecedented challenges which are far greater than 
ever witnessed in recent decades. But there are many other underlying issues 
that need attention.

• Great power rivalry, multilateralism is important. Other efforts like climate 
change, technological transformation, and all kinds of communication should 
be on the agenda. The younger generation is more adapted to this kind of 
technology. All these have economic, political and social impacts and are 
personal aspects of daily life.

• The recent Myanmar crisis and coup pose a challenge to both sides as ASEAN, 
is struggling to decide whether to stick to its principle of non-interference 
in members’ internal affairs or not and for India, Myanmar is not only an 
immediate neighbour but also an important pillar of its Act East Policy and 
thus any upheaval in a country with which it shares cultural and ethnic links 
calls for a close vigil. 

Dr. Prabir De
Professor, AIC, RIS, New Delhi 

• India-ASEAN relationship grew from sectoral partner in 1992 to summit level 
partner in 2002, on the grounds of similar ideals of human values - democratic 
rights, religion, cultures which are protected by both.

• Regional integration goes hand in hand with one’s neighbourhood. It means 
GDP income, poverty, income per day should be the same, if it is not then it’s 
not one neighbourhood and the countries are merely neighbours.   

• Trade deficit between India-ASEAN is there but there could be a catching up 
scenario soon. Between 2009-10 India’s trade with ASEAN was 9 per cent and 
by 2020 it was 11 per cent, only increasing by 2 per cent, therefore there is a 
need to revisit FTA. 

• It is important not to neutralise the FTA, but to review it.  The first half was 
not that good due to lack of understanding of the FTA, however, in the second 
half of the FTA overall performance was very good. Currently, the Philippines 
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and few others have yet to comply with FTA deals so there is still space for 
growth. India is engaging with ASEAN to review the FTA, as decided in the 
17th ASEAN-India Economic Ministers Consultations held virtually on 29th 
August 2020.

• Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam have picked up the 
most part of India trade. Why trade hasn’t picked up with Laos, Cambodia and 
Brunei? There is a need to find out reasons for this. Singapore and Vietnam 
have outplayed other countries. 

• The recent decline in trade is because of COVID, which has been experienced 
all over the world. ASEAN-India trade may take three years to reach pre-
Covid19 level. So, there is a trade loss of three years. ASEAN and India are 
likely to be back on the growth track from 2021 onward, trade will pick up, 
there are many good signs coming from trade and GDP. 

• India is losing in trade but covering for that in investment. Singapore is India’s 
third biggest investor, investing in infrastructure like ports, shipping, IT parks. 
Although India has a surplus in the capital account and a deficit in the current 
account with ASEAN which is something to worry about.  

• The new strategy to build and reconnect economies could include:
 » Continue with national stimulus, stronger regional cooperation, structural 

reforms.
 » Strengthen economic relations between India and ASEAN. 
 » Add momentum and leverage from other regional integration initiatives 

such as BIMSTEC, ASEAN, MGC, IOR, Indo-Pacific, etc.
 » Sectoral focus (reforms) may offer higher dividends such as Digital 

connectivity, Health, etc.
 » Increase bilateral and regional development aid in ASEAN through LOC, 

technical assistance, etc.
• In order to improve trade, there is a need for:

 » Investment facilitation
 » Rationalisation of NTMs
 » Regulatory convergence, paperless trade and simplification of trade 

procedures
 » Investment in infrastructure
 » Reinking ASEAN-India FTA in Goods, Services and Investment
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Ms. Sharon Seah
Senior Fellow, Coordinator, ASEAN Studies Centre,  
ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

• ASEAN-India relations are almost three decades now. It is now time to think 
of what next? 

• Key milestones of ASEAN-India relations:
 » 1992 – ASEAN-India entered into a sectoral partnership
 » 1995 – India became a Dialogue Partner of ASEAN 
 » 2002 – Inaugural ASEAN-India Annual Summit in Phnom Penh
 » 2004 – Plan of Action to implement ASEAN-India Partnership for Peace, 

Progress and Shared Prosperity adopted
 » 2015 – ASEAN-India FTA and ASEAN-India Investment Agreement signed
 » 2018 – ASEAN-India relations elevated to strategic partnership

• Strategic imperatives for engagement: The relationship has moved from 
functional cooperation to building a strong economic foundation and 
intensification of strategic relations. Despite the current pandemic, both 
regions have good growth prospects in the long term. India is projected to 
become the fastest growing economy in the world at 7 per cent and ASEAN 
has grown to 3.6 per cent over the last decade and it is expected that it can 
return to the same level, once the pandemic is over.

• South East Asia is subjected to major power rivalries and these would not go 
away soon, as it is experiencing a period of great geopolitical uncertainties. 
Therefore, it is in India’s interest to continue engaging with ASEAN and 
intensify the engagement by supporting ASEAN centrality, as the geopolitical 
landscape is evolving.

• Engagement means access to markets and labour opportunities. India will 
be able to expand the opportunities to boost services and manufacturing in 
the ASEAN market. ASEAN too can dive into India’s growth as a way to 
diversify exports strategies.

• If India improves compatibility with ASEAN countries, economic resources, 
international responsibility are relatively positive.

• ASEAN too has an outlook on the Indo-pacific and India. India’s role in Quad 
will be looked at closely.

• Both regions also enjoy religious, cultural linguistic links, it is therefore sensible 
to capitalise on these to build on relations.
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• Plan of Action 2021-25 covers areas of maritime cooperation, trade and 
investment, environment, climate change, SDGs cooperation. Blue economy 
as a new aspect of maritime cooperation will help in the elimination of the 
balance of trade.

• 3Cs and way forward: 
 » The first is COVID, the epicentre around which the world is revolving 

presently. There has been cooperation in the production supply and 
delivery of vaccines; however, there is still a lot more to be done. 

 » The second is Connectivity. The Trilateral Highway was extended to the 
Mekong countries, but due to the ongoing political instability in Myanmar, 
there will be delays in the entire project. 

 » The third is Commerce. There is a need to propose an ASEAN-Indian digital 
highway to propel growth and e-ecommerce, banking, e-services, etc.

 » Strategic Imperatives of ASEAN-India relations

Prof. Harsh V. Pant
Director, Studies and Head of the Strategic Studies.  
ORF, New Delhi

• India has set up a separate mission to ASEAN which is a key pillar of India’s 
Act East Strategy in 2015

• There are around 30 dialogue mechanisms between India and ASEAN with 
four core centres of cooperation which are: trade, investment, tourism and 
science and technology.

• The ASEAN-India partnership is essentially geared to promote and sustain 
peace, progress and shared prosperity.

• It is important to understand the shift in the power dynamics otherwise both 
India and ASEAN will find it extremely difficult to craft a relationship which 
will stand the test of the 21st century.

• Another important aspect that needs to be focused upon is the impact of 
this structural shift on globalisation. There is a fundamental re-appraisal of 
globalisation across the world.

• There is a major shift in the way that the countries are looking at economic 
dynamics vis-à-vis their own engagement with the rest of the world where 
there is immense economic fragmentation.
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• Indo-Pacific lacks robust institutions and ASEAN itself is lacking credibility 
as also the fact that it’s not being able to manage on its own. What needs to 
be worked out are the strategies that ASEAN countries need to work upon 
to smoothen differences amongst themselves.

• There are issue-based coalitions emerging from all across. But the challenge 
for the region remains that there aren’t very many institutions that could steer 
them towards a reasonably stable system.

• Looking at normative issues ASEAN has been a norm creating organisation.
• ASEAN and India need to think through their strategic imperatives where 

institutional void is a reality.
• The existing normative challenges which need to be stressed include those 

associated with maritime, space, cyber and emergency technical issues.
• With the outcomes of the COVID-19 impact, emerging worldwide changes 

are going to be more rapid than expected. For this more cooperation and 
coordination amongst countries should be reinforced and made relevant.
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Dr. Sithanonxay Suvannaphakdy
Lead Researcher (Economics), ASEAN Studies Centre, ISEAS - Yusof Ishak 
Institute, Singapore 

• The need to deepen ASEAN India trade integration as the trade linkage is 
weaker than that with other partners such as China, Japan and the US. The 
ASEAN-India FTA that entered into force on 1 January 2010 and will be 
fully implemented by 2025, has the lowest level of tariff liberalisation among 
ASEAN+1 FTAs. The Non-tariff Barriers constitute significant costs for intra-
ASEAN trade and trade between ASEAN and India.

• Trade facilitation refers to the simplification, modernisation and harmonisation 
of export and import processes to expedite the movement, release and 
clearance of goods for traders. Framework of trade facilitation in ASEAN 
and India requires expediting the movement, release and clearance of goods, 
border agencies cooperation and technical assistance and capacity building.    

• The implementation rate of FRT provisions varies across ASEAN countries, 
ranging from 6 per cent in Myanmar to 100 per cent in Malaysia and Singapore. 
There is a need to simplify trade procedures in ASEAN+6. Traders, freight 
forwarders and truck operators must comply with different documentary and 
procedural requirements. To comply with all documentary requirements for 
imports or exports, traders spend time and incur financial costs associated 
with trade procedures.  

• There is need for promoting free flows of goods, the use of NTMs to substitute 
tariffs. However, there is a lack of institutional mechanism to detect and 
eliminate non-tariff barriers, high trade effects of NTMs.

Session: II

17 August 2021

Deepening ASEAn-India Trade 
Integration: Trade Facilitation 
and Non-Tariff Measure Reforms
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• The concept of “price gaps” method, which compares the price of a good 
affected by an NTM in the affected import market with its price in a comparison 
market where no NTM is applied needs to be applied. The five types of NTMs 
are as follows: Sanitary and phytosanitary measures (SPS), technical barriers 
to trade (TBT), pre-shipment inspection (PSI), contingent trade protective 
measures (CTP), and quantity control measures (QC).

• The possible areas to strengthen ASEAN-India cooperation in NTMs include 
building on existing initiatives of ASEAN’s NTM initiatives, establish ASEAN-
India action plan to streamline NTMs based on the nine priority sectors, ensure 
up-to-date data on NTMs in the national trade repository of India, which 
should be connected with ASEAN trade repository to increase transparency 
and predictability of trade procedures and regulations.  

• Regional approach to NTM reforms should be to target the groups of products 
based on high ad valorem equivalents of NTMs and high degree of trade 
openness between ASEAN and India. Promote harmonisation or mutual 
recognition of NTMs, or a combination of the two at the regional level.  

• There is need to strengthen the capacity of ASEAN countries and India in the 
design of NTMs and in the integration of regional NTM reforms into their 
national regulatory reforms.

Changing Profile of ASEAN-India Investment 
Relations and B2B Engagements

Mr. Pranav Kumar
Head, International Trade Policy Division, 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), New Delhi

• ASEAN investment started off with the desire of deepening economic ties in 
the Asia-Pacific region because this could not be based only on trade. Reviving 
our own manufacturing has to focus on investment and all the policies 
of the present government have focussed on how to make India a global 
manufacturing hub, and that cannot happen without foreign investment.

• There is a need to change the composition. We need to diversify our ‘export 
basket’. We need to focus on more high value products like electronics. We are 
still not a big exporter of these products, and focus on previous old products 
like textiles, etc., which are also important. We need to focus on high value 
products as well.
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• E-learning and virtual/IT market are critical as was seen in the COVID-19 
pandemic. In the Indian market a large population doesn’t have access to 
internet, this provides for a great opportunity of investment.

• Total trade after signing the free trade agreement has not gone too far because 
investment is lagging. Investment helps to build trade with infrastructure, 
resources, etc. The relationship between India and ASEAN has developed a 
lot, same has to reflect in terms of more investment, more trade.

• Geopolitical development is another important area when we talk about 
investment opportunities. For example, India-Japan-Australia collaboration 
for enhancing connectivity links and developing production routes between 
the NER and the Indo-Pacific region. 

• India-ASEAN-Oceania Business Summit is an attempt trying to look at 
Indo-Pacific as one integrated region and work on trade and investment 
development accordingly. The Summit was held in partnership with the 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India It has been highly successful 
in understanding the dynamics of economic growth in the region.

• Post-COVID the investment scenario has seen a dynamic shift which gives 
companies from regions of ASEAN (Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, etc.) 
enormous opportunities to invest in Indian companies which will generate 
Indian small production units to integrate into the global production chains. In 
all, in terms of investment capacity, ASEAN still has a lot of untapped potential
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Ms. Hoang Thi Ha
Lead Researcher (Political and Security), ASEAN Studies Centre, ISEAS - Yusof 
Ishak Institute, Singapore

• Multilateralism is never an end, but a means of a state’s diplomatic tool-kit 
in pursuit of its national interests in coordination with other nations. In the 
present world order multilateralism is not a choice which can be avoided, 
it is an important aspect of any state foreign policy. Different states practice 
different forms of multilateralism which suits, is align to their foreign policy 
goal.

• COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted the world. States are more inward looking, 
but at the same time humanity is feeling connected because every human is 
facing a similar threat.

• The principle of nation first has been well experienced during the pandemic, 
US aim to vaccinate its people first and India changing its export policy of 
vaccines is the case in point.

• Inherently multilateralism has flaws in its working, pandemic has just exposed 
it and magnified it.

• India and ASEAN are natural allies, both prefer multilateralism, as it is the 
available option for the small and medium power sized states.

• The biggest take away after this pandemic for practitioners of multilateralism 
is more and more cooperation in the international arena.

Session: III

18 August 2021

Multilateralism in Post-
COVID-19 World
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ASEAN-India in Indo-Pacific 

Ms. Jane Chan
Senior Fellow, S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), Singapore 

• India and ASEAN nations are predominantly maritime countries, as they 
have long coastlines, and for both India and ASEAN, Indo-Pacific is a crucial 
strategic narrative.

• Open, free inclusive and rule based Indo-Pacific is the common goal for both 
India and ASEAN in Indo-Pacific.

• UNCLOS is outdated, it was based on the range of a cannon, now technology 
has evolved, there are flaws with UNCLOS, there is a need to bring reform 
in this law which can address present issues.

• The US-Sino issue is being closely watched by both ASEAN and India; both 
fear it can have an overspilling effect in the Indo-Pacific. ASEAN has very 
little to no faith in QUAD, to an extent ASEAN feels it challenges ASEAN 
centrality in the region.

• ASEAN member states (AMS) have stronger value chain linkages with 
China, most of the states don’t want to change this fact, as it has its own huge 
economic benefit. There is a need to work on this, how India can compete.

• Internally AMS do not have a clear consensus if they ever wish to join QUAD.
• In recent times the “ASEAN way” is under heavy criticism; its mechanism like 

ASEAN-X (ASEAN minus X) has pretty much failed to address the security 
challenge in Myanmar.

• Till date ASEAN as a multilateral organisation has its strong centrality in the 
region, although QUAD has never suggested taking away this, but the main 
question remains is how ASEAN will maintain this centrality with its flaws.
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Prof. Ruth Banomyong
Department of International Business, Thammasat Business School, 
Thammasat University, Bangkok

• ASEAN-India collaboration is possible only through connectivity - Physical 
and Institutional. Connectivity is vital for economic growth, supply chain, 
resilience and reducing tariffs thus enhancing the overall trade flow.

• Various connectivity initiatives have been taken beyond ASEAN region 
projects like BIMSTEC, ASEM connectivity and BRI; within ASEAN region 
projects like GMS, IMT-GT and CLMVT; with ASEAN projects like: APT 
connectivity and EAS on ASEAN connectivity. Intra-ASEAN connectivity 
is equally important between ASEAN and India, because if there is no 
connectivity, it will be very challenging to connect with the rest.

• ASEAN Transport Strategic Plan (ATSP), which is also known as Kuala 
Lumpur Transport Strategic Plan, is basically the main document that drives 
the transportation sector in ASEAN. 

• Slow mutual recognition processes still have the issue of sabotage and 
ownership cross border asset management, issues of safety and security.

• Certain issues are left unaddressed like the effects of the recent political 
developments in Myanmar.

• Environmental concerns are gaining traction like the Moratorium in the 
hydropower development by the government in the Northeast. Environmental 
issues were not a priority but with the pandemic, its importance might have 
been accentuated. 

• We need to think in terms of a geo-strategic perspective in which China, India, 
ASEAN, and Japan co-exist and thrive.

Session: IV

19 August 2021

ASEAn-India Connectivity 
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Dr. Prabir De
Professor, AIC, RIS, New Delhi 

• Connectivity includes transport, value chain, economy, efficiency in different 
types of networks. Connectivity refers to both hard and soft connections. Hard 
refers to road, ports and multimodal connection, and soft refers to internet 
and IT.

• Connectivity matters for economic growth, supply chain efficiency and 
resiliency

• Connectivity is very vital for reducing tariffs, out of a given trade cost 21 per 
cent of the cost is incurred due to transport.  By improving connectivity, the 
transport costs can be reduced and this reduced cost will directly improve 
the profit of the farmers or the producer.

• 3 broad categories of connectivity initiatives include:
 » Beyond ASEAN region including projects like BIMSTEC, ASEM 

connectivity and BRI.
 » Within the ASEAN region which includes project like GMS, IMT-GT and 

CLMVT projects.
 » With ASEAN projects like: APT connectivity and EAS on ASEAN 

connectivity.
• India’s important initiatives of quality infrastructure including IPC border 

post working 24*7; customs single window; digital connectivity between India 
and CLMV-T countries; digital economy - improved banking and payment 
system; use of satellites and space technology.

• Today, India leads in digital and sustainable trade facilitation in South Asia. 
Additionally, India’s new initiative Security And Growth for All in the Region 
(SAGAR) aims to peacefully utilise seas. SAGAR recognises the central role 
played by the seas and oceans around us in promoting sustainable economic 
progress in a secure and stable environment.

• New policy agenda include (i) support paperless trade, (ii) build value 
chain upwardly, (iii) treat the border as a single unit for trade purpose, (iv) 
improving production network and trade facilitation, (v) moving towards 
the economic corridor.

• India-ASEAN connectivity priorities should include (i) build synergy with 
connectivity plans, (ii) Closer cooperation with ASEAN Secretariat on 
connectivity, (iii) complete constructions of ongoing corridors, (iv) focus 
on digital connectivity, (v) facilitate new projects like renewable energy, 
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(vi) regional partnership with development partners and co-financing with 
development banks.

•  Development and connectivity projects are slow, during the pandemic. Post 
the pandemic, the scenario will change and countries like Japan can help with 
their sustainable technology, to make these projects environment friendly.

Production networks and ASEAn and India in 
Shifting Global Supply Chain

Prof. Fukunari Kimura
Chief Economist, ERIA, Jakarta 

• There is a need for close collaboration and coordination across production 
blocks. Developing countries have a huge locational advantage and have 
relatively cheap labour. India and South Asia must take advantage of their 
geographical positions, sitting just next to ASEAN and East Asia.

•   It is very important to reduce the trade costs, not just monetary trade costs 
but also the reliability of logistics services because if the parts and components 
traded in production networks have some sort of delay in arriving then the 
whole production process is stopped.

•  East Asia and India/South Asia can take advantage of the combination of 
traditional industries (including manufacturing) and digital technology. The 
Indian engineering industry has upper hand in utilising digital technology.

• Service outsourcing across borders is increasing very rapidly. India is at its 
peak now. India and South Asia should promote the development of services.

• To support the division of labour medium grade logistics infrastructure such 
as providing electricity, targeting renewables in specific industries should be 
considered. Collaboration with gradual innovation may become important.

•  Wider choices of networks with India and South Asia will enhance the 
robustness and resilience of International Production Networks.



Mr. Sanjay Pulipaka
Senior Fellow for Research Programmes and Strategic Neighbourhood, Delhi 
Policy Group (DPG), New Delhi

• In an anarchic world order where nation-states are struggling for survival, 
enhanced political/economic/cultural interactions will create conditions for 
better understanding and communication to avoid violent confrontation and 
initiate development. 2021-2025 Plan of Action to Implement the ASEAN-
India Partnership for Peace, Progress and Shared Prosperity called for greater 
awareness and appreciation of ASEAN-India relations and people-to-people 
ties.

• The focus should be on the promotion of women and youth participation in 
programmes or projects that contribute to human development, digital skills 
development, education and so on.

• Support ASEAN capacity building through Indian scholarship programmes:
 » Increase the number of fellowships for ASEAN students
 » Enhance understanding of cultures of ASEAN and India through 

continuing media exchange programmes
 » Promote the study, as well as the documentation and dissemination of 

knowledge, about the civilisational links between ASEAN and India
• Since 2017, the ASEAN-India Youth Dialogue has been held to foster 

collaborative spirit. The objective of these initiatives was not merely to find 
new ways of engaging the youth but was also aimed to promote problem 
solving approaches.

Session: V

20 August 2021

Fostering People To People 
Contacts
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• Moving forward it is important to explore the possibility of collaborating 
using social media platforms.

• Allowing collaboration in fields like education through initiatives like 
universities with global reputation collaborating with local universities and 
allowing globally reputed universities to operate in the country in order to 
attract international students.

• Cultural Interactions: India and many Southeast Asian countries share robust 
historical relations, and the cultural influences are also evident in ancient 
architecture. Promoting many cultural/heritage centres of Southeast Asia will 
trigger enhanced tourist movement from India. Initiatives like strengthening 
air connectivity between India and other Southeast Asian countries are also 
important.

• The ASEAN-India Network of Think Tanks (AINTT) also provides policy 
inputs to the Governments on future directions of cooperation and to generate 
“fresh thinking” on regional issues.

• India and ASEAN have a common interest in sustaining the momentum 
of globalisation and a multipolar Indo-Pacific. Shared interests in ensuring 
diversified and resilient supply chains.

• In international politics, autonomy is also a consequence of diversified 
interactions.  There is no linearity; enhanced economic/political interactions 
generate increased people-to-people interactions; increased people-to-people 
interactions result in enhanced economic/political interactions.

• ASEAN is the central pillar in the larger Indo-Pacific region and therefore it 
is incumbent on India and ASEAN to foster people-to-people interactions.

Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta
Executive Director, Asian Confluence, Shillong

• Most of the initiatives are backed by the government, or sponsored by the 
government. The need of the hour is to have much more organic bottom up 
complementarity initiatives to follow.

• Cultural and religious tourism are fields that have developed but need to be 
worked on more. In addition, we need to think of regional tourism 2.0 for 
bringing up new tourism. It can be eco-tourism, community tourism, health 
and wellness tourism, educational tourism.

• In the COVID era, tourism is struggling and by now it is again continuing 
to expand, through new avenues such as health and wellness tourism, farm 
tourism, educational tourism etc. However, huge political will exists for the 
revival of the economy of the political establishment through tourism.
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ASEAn and India’s Progress on SDGs: 
Opportunities for Collaboration 

Ms. Melinda Martinus
Lead Researcher (Socio-Cultural), ASEAN Studies Centre ISEAS - Yusof Ishak 
Institute, Singapore

• WHY SDGs are important for ASEAN and India? 
 » It will give a chance to India and ASEAN to gain more confidence on a 

global stage and thus, give primacy to their standing in global affairs. 
India is accordingly getting more confident in sectors like IT and health, 
and would want to continue that.

 » ASEAN countries will get a chance to become more confident about their 
own display of soft-influence.

• ASEAN also established an ASEAN Centre for SDGs for monitoring how 
member states fare in terms of the same. India has been building resources 
to monitor the SDGs as well increasing the role of NITI Aayog in the same.

•  SDGs are important components of the 2021-2025 Plan of Action to implement 
the ASEAN-India Partnership for development.

• UN recently launched the SDG report 2021. ASEAN good in sectors like 
industry, innovation, infrastructure and gender equality. India has done 
well on goals like Goal 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institution and Goal 12: 
Responsible Consumption and Production. ASEAN and India are making 
advances in the opposite sectors and can learn from each other.

•  Avenues for collaboration could include.
 » GOAL 1 – Reducing poverty: India and ASEAN both have imbalance in 

terms of poverty alleviation and rural/urban distinction which both can 
collaborate upon and improve.

 » GOAL 3 – Good Health and Well-being: Health infrastructure should be 
invigorated to develop in tandem with changing lifestyles. ASEAN-India 
should cooperate in preventive measures, clinical research.

 » GOAL 11 – Sustainable Cities and Communities: There is need to keep 
infrastructure like roads and industries upto date with the level of 
urbanisation. Cities in India and ASEAN are growing rapidly and keeping 
up development is essential.
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 » GOAL 16 – Peace, justice and strong institutions: Reducing corruption, 
violence or anything that comes in the way of development is essential 
for achieving rest of the SDGs. 

Dr. P K Anand
Visiting Fellow, Research and Information System for Developing Countries 
(RIS), New Delhi

• SDG 13 is an area where there are lots of areas for collaboration. The 
environmental dimension is an existential dimension. Intensifying protected 
area conservation could have the potential to protect a significant part of the 
world’s biodiversity, and to provide more benefits to the people within and 
beyond the ASEAN region. 

• On climate action where ASEAN cooperation is needed, one area can be 
disaster risk reduction and there is a need for working together on developing 
disaster resilient infrastructure. On marine pollution, the International 
Convention on marine pollution takes all the decisions. Marine litter can also 
be stopped, this will lead to lesser extinction of fish and will not mess the 
water. Another avenue is Joint Forest management. 

• Some other good practices that can be collaborated on are social and economic 
dimensions, including innovations, technological welfare, investment 
including physical and human capital, efficiency, technology and institutions.’ 
Collaboration is needed on SDGs 8 and 9 to sustain per capita economic growth 
and achieve higher levels of economic productivity through diversification, 
technological upgrading and innovation, including through a focus on high-
value added and labour-intensive sectors.
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Inaugural Session

16 August 2021 Session I

Moderator  Prof. Suthiphand Chirathivat, Chairman, ASEAN Studies Centre, 
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok

10.00 – 11.30  Three Decades of ASEAN-India Relations by 

 • Dr. Prabir De, AIC, RIS, New Delhi

 • Ms. Sharon Seah, Senior Fellow, Coordinator, ASEAN Studies Centre, 
ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

13.30 – 15.00  Strategic Imperatives of ASEAN-India Relations by Prof. Harsh V. 
Pant, Director, Studies and Head of the Strategic Studies Programme, 
Observer Research Foundation (ORF), New Delhi

17 August 2021  Session II
 
Moderator   Dr. Jayant Menon, Visiting Senior Fellow, ISEAS - Yusof Ishak 

Institute, Singapore 

10.00 – 11.30  Deepening ASEAN-India Trade Integration: Trade Facilitation and 
Non-Tariff Measure Reforms by Dr. Sithanonxay Suvannaphakdy, Lead 
Researcher (Economics), ASEAN Studies Centre, ISEAS - Yusof Ishak 
Institute, Singapore 

13.30 – 15.00  Changing Profile of ASEAN-India Investment Relations and B2B 
Engagements by Mr. Pranav Kumar, Head, International Relations, 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), New Delhi 

18 August 2021  Session III

Moderator  Ms. Sharon Seah, Senior Fellow, Coordinator, ASEAN Studies Centre, 
ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Agenda
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10.00 – 11.30  Multilateralism in Post-COVID-19 World by Ms. Hoang Thi Ha, Lead 
Researcher (Political and Security), ASEAN Studies Centre, ISEAS - 
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore 

13.30 – 15.00  ASEAN-India in Indo-Pacific by Ms. Jane Chan, Senior Fellow, S. 
Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), Singapore

19 August 2021  Session IV

Moderator   Mr. Rajat Nag, Member, Governing Council, ASCON, New Delhi

10.00 – 11.30  ASEAN-India Connectivity 
 • Prof. Ruth Banomyong, Department of International Business, 

Thammasat Business School, Thammasat University, Bangkok 

 • Dr. Prabir De, AIC, RIS, New Delhi

13.30 – 15.00  Production Networks and ASEAN and India in Shifting Global supply 
chains by Prof. Fukunari Kimura, Chief Economist, ERIA, Jakarta

20 August 2021  Session V

Moderator  Dr. Prabir De, AIC, RIS, New Delhi

10.00 – 11.30  Fostering People to People Contacts by
 • Mr. Sanjay Pulipaka, Senior Fellow, Delhi Policy Group (DPG),  

New Delhi 

 • Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta, Executive Director, ASCON, Shillong

13.30 – 15.00  ASEAN and India’s Progress on SDGs: Opportunities for Collaboration 

 • Ms. Melinda Martinus, Lead Researcher (Socio-Cultural), ASEAN 
Studies Centre, ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore  

 • Dr. P K Anand, Visiting Fellow, RIS, New Delhi

20 August 2021  Session VI 

Moderator   Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta, Executive Director, ASCON

15.00 – 15.30   Feedback collections and closing remarks by the organisers
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Inaugural Session Remarks 

Mr. Vishvas Vidu Sapkal
Joint Secretary (South), Ministry of External Affairs, 
Indo-Pacific Division

Excellencies;
Distinguished academics, officials and friends;
Ladies and Gentlemen;
• It is my pleasure to join you today at the inaugural session of the ASEAN India Development 

Partnership Programme (AIDPP). It is appreciated that despite the restrictions and 
disruptions posed by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic - the advancements in digital 
technology have enabled us to exchange views, continue discussions and cooperate 
effectively. 

• We are happy to organise this event on ASEAN India Development Partnership in 
collaboration with Asian Confluence, New Delhi; ASEAN India Center at RIS, New Delhi 
and the ASEAN Studies Centre of ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute of Singapore.

Thanks to all Partner Organisations. 

• The India-ASEAN Strategic Partnership stands on a strong foundation of our shared 
geographical, historical and civilisational ties. It is driven by our common strategic 
priorities of promoting peace, security, stability and prosperity in the region. This 
relationship today has gone well beyond its economic and cultural dimensions. India 
and ASEAN share the pluralistic nature of our societies, encompassing major religions 
of the world, and a wealth of diverse cultures. This affinity constitutes a special asset 
for the further development of our relations.

• India’s relationship with ASEAN is a key pillar of our foreign policy and the foundation 
of our Act East Policy. The up-gradation of the relationship into a Strategic Partnership 
in 2012 was a natural progression to the ground covered since India became a Sectoral 
Partner of the ASEAN in 1992, Dialogue Partner in 1996 and Summit Level Partner in 
2002. There are several Dialogue Mechanisms between India and ASEAN, cutting across 
various sectors ranging from commerce, agriculture, telecom, tourism and so on. 

Annexure: II
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• The broader context, in which we approach our relationship today, as indeed anything 
else of significance is undeniably that of the Covid-19 crisis. While the pandemic has 
posed unprecedented challenges, it has opened new vistas for ASEAN-India cooperation.

• The ASEAN members have purposefully responded to it, individually and collectively. 
These challenges have also brought ASEAN and India even closer, as we have extended 
practical support to each other during these times of stress. 

• To strengthen ASEAN’s efforts our Prime Minister at the 17th ASEAN-India Summit 
has contributed US$ 1 million to the ASEAN COVID-19 Response Fund.  We mutually 
assisted each other during the pandemic by providing essential medicines, vaccines 
and other COVID related assistance. Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia facilitated supply 
of ISO Tanks to India during our second wave. 

• Last month, India provided assistance of 100 MT of LMO and 300 Oxygen concentrators 
by INS Airavat to Indonesia to tackle severe third wave of Covid. Government of India 
facilitated supply of critical medical assistance to other countries as well. We will continue 
to share our resources, experience and expertise, to the best of our abilities.

• The ASEAN-India relationship is multifaceted and I am glad to note that the three 
institutions, namely Asian Confluence; ASEAN India Centre (AIC) and the ASEAN 
Studies Centre of ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore have taken this initiative to 
introduce the participants to the broad and overarching themes of the ASEAN-India 
relations. I will attempt to briefly touch upon some of the most important areas of India-
ASEAN Cooperation. 

• India’s Act East Policy envisages greater connectivity with the ASEAN region. We 
envision connectivity with the region, in very broad terms including physical, economic, 
political connectivity and close contacts at the people-to-people level. 

• ASEAN and India share land and maritime borders and there is a lot of scope for 
enhancing connectivity through land, air and the sea. India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral 
Highway is an ongoing effort to enhance road-connectivity between India’s North East 
and South East Asia. 

• While there is good air-connectivity between India and a few ASEAN countries such as 
Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia we are making efforts to improve air connectivity with 
others in the region as well. Last year, Indigo and VietJet started air services between 
New Delhi/Kolkata and Hanoi/Ho Chi Minh City.

• Ranong Port in Thailand signed three MOUs with Vaizhag, Kolkata and Chennai ports 
in Nov 2019.  

• We are making efforts to enhance connectivity in the digital and cyber domain as well. 
In the 2015 ASEAN-India Summit, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced a Line of 
Credit of US$ 1 billion for physical and digital connectivity.
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• On the economic front, India-ASEAN trade and investment relations have been growing 
and ASEAN is India’s fourth largest trading partner. In 2020-21, the pandemic year it 
was at US$ 78.9 billion. The India ASEAN trade is yet to reach its full potential.

•  India and ASEAN are in the process of revitalising the India ASEAN Free Trade 
Agreement as decided at the 17th ASEAN India Summit. We also promote B2B 
linkages and the ASEAN-India Business Council (AIBC), set up in 2003 provides a good 
mechanism to promote business and networking. 

• Development Cooperation is another mainstay of ASEAN India relations. India has 
launched a number of programmes and projects for capacity development in ASEAN.  
Our sub-regional cooperation in the form of Mekong Ganga Cooperation (MGC) is 
also dedicated to furthering this aspect and contributing to the Initiative for ASEAN 
Integration (IAI) by implementing various community-related short gestation projects. 

• Greater cooperation among the youth from India and ASEAN has been another area 
of focus. The ASEAN-India Hackathon held virtually in February 2021 and the 1000 
integrated PhD Fellowships for ASEAN students at our prestigious IITs have been 
effective vehicles to this end. The fellowship programme with a total budget outlay 
of approximately US$ 45 million is the single-largest capacity development initiative 
of India in its partnership with ASEAN and has become very popular in the ASEAN 
countries. India also provides more than 1000 scholarships to ASEAN students, both 
bilaterally and under the ASEAN-India track, every year at the various universities 
and institutions. Exchange programmes for students, media personnel, farmers are our 
on-going initiatives. 

• Cyber and digital technology is another area of opportunity for India ASEAN relations. 
India has already become the second largest internet user base in the world. Internet 
penetration has crossed the mark of 50 per cent with about 700 million internet users and 
the number is poised to reach 1 billion by 2025. With more than half of its 643 million 
people below the age of 30, ASEAN is passing through a similar digital growth trajectory. 

• According to World Economic Forum, ASEAN is the fastest growing internet market 
in the world. A large percentage of young populations, huge potential to enhance 
economic ties, cultural and civilisational affinity and already robust ASEAN-India 
Strategic Partnership provide adequate reason and incentive for strengthening ASEAN-
India Cyber and Digital cooperation. The rapidly increasing threats to safe and secure 
cyberspace in the COVID and post-COVID era, make ASEAN-India Cyber Cooperation 
imminent.

• A strong, unified and prosperous ASEAN is central to the emerging dynamic of the 
Indo-Pacific as it contributes to Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR). 
ASEAN Outlook on Indo-Pacific (AOIP) has added another dimension to our Strategic 
Partnership by providing a good basis for developing cooperation activities that serve 
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our common quest for a free, open, inclusive and rules-based Indo-Pacific region that is 
firmly rooted in international law. The synergy between AOIP and IPOI, as enunciated 
by PM Modi at the 14th East Asia Summit in Bangkok, provides us a great opportunity 
to advance ASEAN-India Strategic Partnership in the Indo-Pacific region, particularly in 
the areas of maritime cooperation, connectivity and achieving sustainable development 
goals.

• I hope that the ASEAN India Development Partnership Programme will contribute to 
greater understanding of India-ASEAN Partnership and will generate new ideas for 
further strengthening and expanding the relationship between India and ASEAN in 
future. I wish all participants the very best. 

Thank You!
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Mr. Mark Neo
Director-General, ASEAN Directorate, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs (MoFA), Singapore

Thank you very much our moderator.
•  “First and foremost, I would like to thank the ASEAN Studies Centre and all the 

organisers for inviting me to this event. I also take this opportunity to offer my warmest 
congratulations to our Indian friends on India’s 75th Independence Day yesterday.

• I am very pleased to join our distinguished speakers and participants in today’s program 
and very privileged to have this opportunity to share my perspective on ways to deepen 
and diversify the relationship and cooperation between ASEAN India

• While ASEAN-India Dialogue Relations was established in 1992 South East Asia and 
India have sustained deep cultural, linguistic, religious, commercial, scientific and 
political links over several millennia. 

• These deep roots have allowed the region and India to develop a dynamic and mutually 
beneficial relationship. ASEAN and India share strategic interest in developing our 
economies and seeking regional peace and prosperity. We all subscribe to an open, 
inclusive architecture

• Our relationship has grown stronger and deeper over the years India was a sectoral 
dialogue partner in 1992 and became a full ASEAN dialogue partner in 1995. The 
inaugural ASEAN-India Summit was held in 2002 and India has participated in the East 
Asia Summit since 2005.

• ASEAN-India relations were further elevated to a strategic partnership in 2012 on the 
20th Anniversary of dialogue relations. In 2018, all 10 ASEAN leaders were chief guests 
to witness India’s 69th Republic Day parade in conjunction with the ASEAN India 
commemorative summit.

• Singapore has always been a staunch supporter of India’s engagement with ASEAN 
and we are pleased to be the country co-ordinator of ASEAN India Dialogue Relations 
from 2021 to 2024.

• ASEAN and India enjoy multi-faceted cooperation across all ASEAN pillars. Nevertheless, 
there is more that we can do during our coordinator ship. In this regard, we have 
identified a number of priority areas for ASEAN India cooperation

• First, digital transformation. COVID 19 pandemic has caused extensive disruptions to 
our economies and societies and digitalisation is now essential as we try our best to build 
back better. Accordingly, digital transformation is identified as a key strategy under the 
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ASEAN Comprehensive Recovery Framework. We can elaborate upon India’s vibrant 
technology scene to expand practical initiatives that facilitate finance and trade. For 
example, we could work together to create inter-operable digital financial systems. These 
systems can reach out to local communities and expand opportunities for businesses 
whether they are large, small or micro-ones

• Second, digital transformation goes hand in hand with enhancing cyber security. ASEAN 
and India are working together to foster a rule-based international order for a trusted 
reliable cyberspace. We can expand and deepen this cooperation. For example, India 
has expertise in policy, operational and technical areas of cyber security which are of 
interest to ASEAN countries. We can look forward to partnering with India on capacity 
building initiatives under the ASEAN mechanism and through the ASEAN Singapore 
cyber security centre of excellence.

• Third, digital transformation can be accelerated through smart city cooperation notably 
through the ASEAN Smart City Step Work. We are delighted that cooperation with the 
network is included in the ASEAN India Plan of Action for 2021 to 2025. The network 
success depends on the involvement of important external partners like India.

• Fourth, ASEAN India can cooperate on research and innovation. The COVID-19 
pandemic has demonstrated the importance of information sharing, exchanges of best 
practices and strengthening of research and development capacities. We can deepen 
our public health cooperation including the provision of vaccines India faces a critical 
role in the global pharmaceutical supply chain. As an aviation and trans-shipment hub 
with robust coaching capability, Singapore can support India as an effective vaccine 
trans-shipment point for South East Asia and beyond.

• Finally, the economic impact of COVID-19 has underscored the importance of regional 
economic integration as well as upholding a rule-based multilateral trading order and 
keeping supply chains open. ASEAN India should intensify efforts to review the ASEAN-
India Trade in Goods Agreement or AITIGA. The AITIGA reviews an opportunity for 
ASEAN and India to enhance trade liberalisation and lower the barriers of entry for all 
our businesses.

• To conclude, as ASEAN and India celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of Dialogue Relations 
next year, we welcome India to keep up its engagements and explore opportunities to 
play a more active role in the region. 

• Training and capacity-building programmes such as today’s ASEAN-India Development 
Partnership Programme provide the platform to network and conceive new ideas to 
strengthen and deepen the ASEAN India strategic partnership.

• I am confident that everyone has substantive and meaningful discussions over the next 
week.

Thank you
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Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi 
Director General, Research and Information System for 
Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi

Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi is currently Director General at the 
Research and Information System for Developing Countries 
(RIS), a New Delhi-based Think-Tank. He works on issues 
related to development economics, involving development 
finance, SDGs and South-South Cooperation, apart from trade, 
investment and innovation linkages with special focus on WTO.  
He is also Member, Board of Governors, Reserve Bank of India.

Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi has been part of several important 
initiatives of the Government of India and takes keen interest 
in transforming economic policymaking towards integrated 
and evidence-based approaches. He is one of the foremost 
commentators on India’s external sector economic engagements 
and partnerships. He is considered as most dynamic and affable 
by his peers and has mentored several bright scholars and 
researchers in the profession.

He has authored/edited more than 20 books, apart from 
contributing several chapters in the edited volumes and also 
publishing several research articles in prestigious journals.  
He is on the Editorial Board of several journals including the 
South Asian Economic Journal, IDS Bulletin, Sussex, UK among 
others.  His book “The Logic of Sharing – Indian Approach to 
South-South Cooperation” has been acclaimed internationally 
as one of the best volumes on international development 
cooperation.
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Mr. M.P. Bezbaruah 
Chairman Governing Council, Asian Confluence, 
Shillong

Mr. Madan Prasad Bezbaruah served as member of the North 
East and belongs to an illustrious family with a civil service 
background. He has held important government positions in 
the North Eastern Council – Assam and Meghalaya and in the 
Government of India. He was Secretary to the Government of 
Assam in the Departments of Education, Health, Industries and 
Finance, Chairman of the Assam State Electricity Board and the 
Home Secretary of Assam from January 1986 to August 1990. 
During 1990 to 1994, he was Minister (Economic) in the High 
Commission of India, London. From 1997 to 2001, he served 
as the Secretary, Ministry of Tourism, and Government of 
India. He also served as the Principal Adviser in the Planning 
Commission of India and was Banking Ombudsman for the 
Reserve Bank of India. After retirement, he was conferred 
the Honorary Permanent Representative of World Tourism 
Organisation (WTO).

Mr. Choi Shing Kwok
Director and CEO, ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, 
Singapore

Mr. Choi Shing Kwok was appointed Director and CEO of 
ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute on 15 January 2018 and also took 
on the role of Head of ASEAN Studies Centre at the institute 
in March 2020. 

Prior to this appointment, he was Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of the Environment and Water Resources from 2012 
to 2017. Mr. Choi started his career in the Singapore Armed 
Forces (SAF) in 1978. He held various appointments in the SAF 
before he was appointed as Director, Security and Intelligence 
Division, Ministry of Defence in 1995 and held the post till 
2005. After leaving the Ministry of Defence, Mr Choi held the 
post of Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Transport from 
2005 to 2012. 
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Mr. Choi studied at the University of Cambridge, graduating 
with Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Engineering in 1981 
and 1985 respectively. He also obtained a Master’s in Public 
Administration from Harvard University in 1994. Mr. Choi was 
awarded the Public Administration Medal (Silver) (Military) 
in 1993 and the Meritorious Service Medal in 2000 for his 
contributions to the Singapore Public Service.

Mr. Mark Neo
Director-General, ASEAN Directorate, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Singapore

Mr. Mark Neo is currently the Director-General of the ASEAN 
Directorate in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore since 
April 2019. Mr. Neo graduated with a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) 
in English Literature and Political Science from the University 
of Western Australia in 1996. He obtained a Masters in Public 
Administration in 2008 from the Lee Kuan Yew School of 
Public Policy of the National University of Singapore on an 
MFA Postgraduate Scholarship.  Mr Neo joined the Singapore 
Foreign Service in 1997. He was a Country Officer for Australia, 
New Zealand and the Pacific from March 1997 to November 
1998, and then Country Officer for Malaysia until April 1999.  
His first overseas assignment was as a Second Secretary in the 
Singapore High Commission in Kuala Lumpur in September 
1999 and subsequently First Secretary until June 2003. Returning 
to Ministry HQ, he was Assistant Director for Indonesia in the 
Planning and Analysis Directorate I from July 2003 to December 
2004. Mr Neo was a Singapore delegate to the 58th United Nation 
General Assembly in September 2003. From January 2005 to June 
2007, he served as Special Assistant to Deputy Prime Minister/
Coordinating Minister for National Security/Minister for Law 
Prof S Jayakumar. After postgraduate studies in August 2008, 
Mr Neo was appointed Deputy Director for Malaysia and Brunei 
in the Southeast Asia Directorate. He was subsequently posted 
to the Singapore Permanent Mission to the United Nations in 
New York as Deputy Permanent Representative and Counsellor 
in January 2012 and subsequently as Minister Counsellor until 
January 2015. 
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Prior to his current appointment, Mr. Neo was the Deputy High 
Commissioner and Minister-Counsellor in the Singapore High 
Commission in Kuala Lumpur from March 2015 to March 2019.  
Mr. Neo was awarded the Public Administration Medal (Bronze) 
in 2011. 

Mr. V. V. Sapkal 
Joint Secretary (South), Ministry of External Affairs, India

Mr. V. V. Sapkal is the Joint Secretary (South), Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA), Government of India and also in-charge of Indo-
Pacific Division of the MEA. 

Prof. Suthiphand Chirathivat
Executive Director, ASEAN Studies Center, 
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok

Prof. Suthiphand Chirathivat is professor emeritus of economics at 
Chulalongkorn University, executive director of ASEAN Studies 
Center and chairman of Chula Global Network. He was Chairman 
Center for International Economics, Chulalongkorn University. 
His academic interests are international trade, investment, finance, 
regional integration and development, and emerging issues 
in Asia in relation to the global economy and society. Recent 
publications include China’s Rise in Mainland ASEAN: New 
Dynamics and Changing Landscape (co-eds) (World Scientific 
2019) and China’s Rise in Mainland ASEAN: Regional Evidence 
and Local Responses (co-eds) (World Scientific 2021). 

Dr. Prabir De
Professor, ASEAN India Centre, RIS, New Delhi

Dr. Prabir De is a Professor at the Research and Information 
System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. He works in 
the field of international economics and has research interests in 
international trade and development. He was a Visiting Fellow of 
the Institute of Developing Economies (IDE-JETRO), Japan; Asian 
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Development Bank Institute (ADBI), Tokyo; and Visiting Senior 
Fellow of United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), Bangkok. He obtained Ph.D. 
in Economics from the Jadavpur University, Kolkata. He has 
contributed several research papers in international journals 
and written books on trade and development. His recent 
book includes Act East to Act Indo-Pacific: India’s Expanding 
Neighbourhood, published by the Knowledge World in 2020; 
an edited volume (with Selim Raihan) Trade and Regional 
Integration in South Asia: A Tribute to Saman Kelegama, 
published by the Springer in 2020; and an edited volume (with 
Ajitava Raychaudhuri and Suranjan Gupta) World Trade 
and India: Multilateralism, Progress and Policy Response, 
published by Sage in 2021. In 2020, he edited a flagship Report 
ASEAN-India Development Cooperation Report: Avenues for 
Cooperation in Indo-Pacific. He is the Founding Editor of the 
Journal of Asian Economic Integration, published by Sage.

Ms. Sharon Seah 
Senior Fellow and Coordinator, ASEAN Studies Centre, 

ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Ms. Sharon Seah is the Senior Fellow and the Coordinator of 
ASEAN Studies Centre (ASC), ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, 
Singapore. Her research interest lies in Climate governance 
in ASEAN; survey of climate attitudes in Southeast Asia; 
understanding the rule of law in ASEAN. Prior to joining the 
ISEAS Yusof – Ishak Institute, Ms Seah was Associate Director 
of the NUS Centre for International Law. She has spent 14 years 
in the National Environment Agency and Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs prior to entering academia, including a diplomatic 
posting to the Singapore Embassy in Bangkok, Thailand 
from 2003 to 2007. Ms. Seah maintains an interest in climate 
change and environmental issues; multilateralism and ASEAN 
development. Ms. Seah graduated with a Master in Public and 
International Law from the University of Melbourne in 2018.
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Prof. Harsh V. Pant
Director, Studies and Head of the Strategic Studies 
Programme Observer Research Foundation (ORF), New Delhi

Prof. Harsh V. Pant is Director, Studies and Head of the Strategic 
Studies Programme at Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi. 
He holds a joint appointment with the Department of Defence 
Studies and King’s India Institute as Professor of International 
Relations at King’s College London. He is also a Non-Resident 
Fellow with the Wadhwani Chair in US-India Policy Studies at the 
Centre for Strategic and International Studies, Washington, DC. 
Professor Pant has been a Visiting Professor at the Indian Institute 
of Management, Bangalore; a Visiting Fellow at the Centre for 
the Advanced Study of India, University of Pennsylvania; a 
Visiting Scholar at the Centre for International Peace and Security 
Studies, McGill University; and an Emerging Leaders Fellow at 
the Australia-India Institute, University of Melbourne.

Prof. Pant’s current research is focused on Asian security issues. 
His most recent books include New Directions in India’s Foreign 
Policy: Theory and Praxis (Cambridge University Press), India’s 
Nuclear Policy (Oxford University Press), The US Pivot and Indian 
Foreign Policy (Palgrave Macmillan), Handbook of Indian Defence 
Policy (Routledge), India’s Afghan Muddle (HarperCollins), 
and the US-India Nuclear Pact: Policy, Process and Great Power 
Politics (Oxford University Press). Professor Pant writes regularly 
for various Indian and international media outlets including the 
Japan Times, the Wall Street Journal, the National (UAE), the 
Hindustan Times, and the Telegraph.

Dr. Jayant Menon
Visiting Senior Fellow, ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, 
Singapore

Dr. Jayant Menon research interest lies in International trade 
policy, International investment, Regional economic integration 
and institutions, Economic development. At ISEAS, Jayant Menon 
plans to continue his work on trade and investment issues and 
economic development in the Asian region. His last post was at 
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ADB as Lead Economist in the Office of the Chief Economist. 
He was also at the ADB Institute in Tokyo from 2005 to 2008. 
He started work as an academic in Australia, spending almost 
a decade at the Centre of Policy Studies at Monash University 
at its original campus in Clayton, Melbourne. He has also 
worked at the University of Melbourne, Victoria University, 
and the American University in Washington, DC. He holds 
adjunct appointments with the Australian National University, 
University of Nottingham, UK and IDEAS, Malaysia.

Dr. Sithanonxay Suvannaphakdy
Lead Researcher (Economics), ASEAN Studies Centre, 
ISEAS -YusofIshak Institute, Singapore

Dr. Sithanonxay Suvannaphakdy is an economist with more than 
seven years research experience in regional economic integration, 
economic development, and public administration. His career 
has focused on research and project management in trade, 
economic development and sustainable development programs. 
These cover multiple scales including project, program, national 
and regional scales. He works extensively with the private sector, 
public sector, bilateral development agencies and multilateral 
financial institutions. Since January 2020, he has served as a 
Lead Researcher at the ASEAN Studies Centre, ISEAS-Yusof 
Ishak Institute, where he undertakes policy-oriented research on 
ASEAN’s economic integration with particular focus on ASEAN 
Economic Community (AEC). Dr. Sithanonxay Suvannaphakdy 
research interest lies in Regional economic integration; trade 
facilitation; non-tariff measures; applied econometrics; applied 
general equilibrium models.

Mr. Pranav Kumar
Head, International Trade Policy Division, 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), New Delhi

Mr. Pranav Kumar heads the International Trade Policy 
division of the Confederation of Indian Industry. He has over 
16 years of professional experience in teaching, research, project 
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management and policy advocacy with primary expertise on 
multilateral and regional free trade agreements, trade and 
development. Previously he worked at the India Trade Policy 
Unit of the British High Commission and UK Department of 
International Development (DFID) India as a Senior Trade 
Policy Advisor. Prior to that he worked for the Jaipur-based 
CUTS International, a leading policy advocacy organisation on 
trade and development issues. Mr. Kumar has done research 
work for UNDP, Commonwealth Secretariat, World Health 
Organisation, International Trade Centre, India’s Ministries 
of Commerce and of Health and Family Welfare. He holds 
an M.Phil. degree in Economics from Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT), Bombay, India.

Ms. Hoang Thi Ha
Lead Researcher (Political and Security), ASEAN 
Studies Centre, ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, 
Singapore

Ms. Hoang Thi Ha is Lead Researcher for Political-Security 
Affairs at the ASEAN Studies Centre of ISEAS-Yusof Ishak 
Institute. Ms. Hoang joined the ASEAN Department of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Viet Nam in 2004. She then 
moved on to work at the ASEAN Secretariat for nine years, 
with her last post being Assistant Director, Head of the Political 
Cooperation Division. Ms. Hoang holds an MA in International 
Relations from the Diplomatic Academy of Vietnam. Ms. 
Hoang Thi Ha research interest lies in Political-security issues 
in ASEAN, including the South China Sea disputes and ASEAN 
cooperation on human rights; ASEAN’s external relations 
with the major powers, ASEAN in the Indo-Pacific discourse, 
ASEAN’s institutional building.
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Ms. Jane Chan 
Senior Fellow, S. Rajaratnam School of International 
Studies (RSIS), Singapore

Ms. Jane Chan is a Senior Fellow and Coordinator of the Maritime 
Security Program at the S. Rajaratnam School of International 
Studies (RSIS) in Nanyang Technological University (NTU), 
Singapore. Her main research interests include maritime security 
issues in Southeast Asia, law and order at sea, regional maritime 
cooperation and confidence-building measures, and regional 
boundary delimitation and territorial disputes. She is an affiliated 
faculty at the Singapore Arm Forces (SAF)-NTU Academy (SNA). 
Her recent publication includes Christian Bueger and Jane Chan 
(eds.), Paving the Way for Regional Maritime Domain Awareness: 
Information Fusion Centre, Nanyang Technological University, 
2019, Sam Bateman, Rajni Gamage and Jane Chan (eds.), ASEAN 
and the Indian Ocean: The Key Maritime Links, RSIS Monograph, 
2017, Vijay Sakhuja and Jane Chan (eds.), China’s Maritime Silk 
Road and Asia, (VIJ Books India Pvt Ltd, 2016), Geoffrey Till 
and Jane Chan (eds.), ‘Naval Development in Southeast Asia’ 
(Routledge, 2014).

Mr. Rajat Nag
Member, Governing Council, Asian Confluence, Shillong

Mr. Rajat Nag was the Managing Director General of the 
Asian Development Bank in Manila from 2006 t0 2013 and 
has held several other top positions at the ADB. Mr. Nag is 
internationally well-known for his intellectual leadership, 
extensive operational experience, and in-depth knowledge of 
development issues, particularly in infrastructure financing, 
public-private partnerships, and regional cooperation. His 
research interest is in working to enhance regional cooperation 
and integration in Asia.  He holds engineering degrees from 
the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi, and the University 
of Saskatchewan in Canada. He also has Masters Degrees in 
Business Administration from Canada and in Economics from 
the London School of Economics.
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Prof. Ruth Banomyong 

Department of International Business, Thammasat 
Business School, Thammasat University, Bangkok 

Prof. Ruth is currently Dean at the Faculty of Commerce & 
Accountancy Thammasat University in Thailand He received 
his PhD in 2001, in the field of International Logistics within 
the Logistics & Operations Management Section (LOMS) at 
Cardiff Business School (UK). He was the winner of the James 
Cooper Cup in 2001 for the best PhD dissertation in logistics 
from the Chartered Institute of Logistics & Transport (CILT) in 
the United Kingdom. In 2016, Supply Chain Asia (Singapore) 
awarded the prize of supply chain educator of the year while 
the Industrial Engineering & Operations Management (IEOM) 
Society awarded him with the Distinguished Educator Award 
in 2021 Ruth’s main research interests are in the field of 
multimodal transport, international logistics, trade facilitation, 
logistics development policy and supply chain performance. 
He has published over 100 papers and reports.

Prof. Fukunari Kimura
Chief Economist, ERIA, Jakarta & Kieo University, 
Tokyo

Prof. Fukunari Kimura was born in Tokyo in 1958. He received 
his Bachelor of Laws from the Faculty of Law, University 
of Tokyo in 1982. He then received Master of Science and 
PhD titles from the Department of Economics, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison in 1990 and 1991, respectively.  He worked 
for the Department of Economics, State University of New York 
at Albany as Assistant Professor in 1991-1994, and in the Faculty 
of Economics of Keio University as Associate Professor in 1994-
2000.  In particular, he has been active in writing academic/
semi-academic books and articles on international production 
networks and economic integration in East Asia. Dr. Fukunari 
Kimura expertise lies in International trade and development 
economics; Economic growth theory, applied microeconomics, 
Japanese/Asian Economies.
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Mr. Sanjay Pulipaka
Senior Fellow for Research Programmes and Strategic 
Neighbourhood, Delhi Policy Group (DPG), New Delhi

Mr. Sanjay Pulipaka was previously a Senior Fellow at the 
Nehru Memorial Museum Library and Senior Consultant at 
the Indian Council for Research on International Economic 
Relations (ICRIER). Sanjay Pulipaka was a Private Visiting 
Fellow at the University of Cambridge, UK, and a former 
Fulbright Fellow in the Conflict Transformation Programme, 
in the United States. Sanjay’s areas of interest include India’s 
foreign policy, East Asian security issues, India-US Relations, 
China, Indian politics, regionalism, connectivity frameworks 
and other related domains. Further, he has been closely 
following the political transition in Myanmar and conducted 
field research in that country and in Northeast India. Sanjay 
also has extensive work experience with think-tanks and 
civil society organisations in India. He has considerable work 
experience in strengthening participatory political processes, 
governance frameworks and platforms for wider consultation. 
He has substantive publication record with three co-edited 
volumes, policy reports, numerous research papers and Op-
Ed essays. 

Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta
Executive Director, Asian Confluence, Shillong

Sabyasachi Dutta is founder Director of the Asian Confluence, 
India East Asia Centre, headquartered at Shillong, Meghalaya 
in North East India. Sabyasachi brings a unique combination 
of experiences to push this initiative: A deep and insightful 
stint of rural development in the North East and Eastern India 
where he set up a chain of 80 primary schools using the model 
of community participation propelled by youth leadership; 
A successful career spanning 12 years in the Silicon Valley, 
California USA in cutting edge technology, innovation and 
entrepreneurship, having held important positions in large 
corporations such as SONY as well as successful startups, and 
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he hold several patents; He is a long time avid student of Indian 
Culture, Philosophy ,Public policy and International Relations. 
Sabyasachi continues to facilitate cultural programs, exchange 
programs, talks, discussions and symposia with scholars and 
leaders of culture and thought, from India and abroad as part 
of the Asian Confluence.

Ms. Melinda Martinus 

Lead Researcher (Socio-Cultural), ASEAN Studies 
Centre ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Ms. Melinda Martinus is Lead Researcher (Socio-cultural) of the 
ASEAN Studies Centre, ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore. 
Melinda’s research interests revolve around the creative 
industry, smart city initiatives, urban resilience, and institutional 
framework and policy for advancing climate ambition in 
Southeast Asia. Melinda co-edits ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute’s 
quarterly flagship magazine, ASEAN Focus, and two annual 
survey reports, the State of Southeast Asia and the Southeast Asia 
Climate Outlook. Before joining ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, she 
was program manager at Kota Kita Foundation, Indonesia and 
researcher at the Centre for Metropolitan Studies (Centropolis) 
at Tarumanagara University Jakarta. Melinda studied urban 
planning at Tarumanagra University Jakarta and Columbia 
University in the City of New York.

Dr. P K Anand
Visiting Fellow, Research and Information System for 
Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi

Dr. P K Anand is a Visiting Fellow at the Research and 
Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. 
Prior to joining RIS, Dr. Anand was working with the NITI 
Aayog, New Delhi. 
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Brunei Darussalam
• Fauzana Octavia Alli
• Fauzana  Alli
• Jihan Nabilah   Rahman

Cambodia
• Diya  Nag
• Raksmey  Him

Indonesia
• Beni Suryadi
• Muhammad  Rizky mahendra

India
• Ana Carolina De Oliviera

• Abhishek Yadav
• Akash Pal
• Aman Kumar
• Aneedrisha Hazarika
• Anika Chandrawanshi
• Ankita Goswami
• Ashu Shukla
• Anmol Rattan Singh
• Anubhav Shankar Goswami

• Anushka Singh
• Arindom Bora
• Arushi Singh
• Ananya Mukherjee
• Adarsh  Jyotishi
• Ashwini Pendse
• Akriti Vasudev
• Aviral Pandey
• Binit Lal
• Bhaskar Jyoti Gogoi
• Bhumika  Sharma
• Bongte Milan Aimol
• Brijeshwar Dhaiya
• Cdr Sibapada Rath
• Chime  Youdon
• Deepa Patel
• Deepti Bhalla
• Dr. Subhash Jagdambe
• Dr. Sanjay Kumar  Mangla
• Dr. Uday Pratap Singh
• Deepak Kumar  Swain
• Dr. Aungkana Kmonpetch
• Dr. Durairaj Kumarasamy
• Dr. Rajendra Prasad Patel
• Dev Pragya Verma
• Divya Rai Rai
• Devanshi Sharma
• Jay Maniyar
• Kritima Thapa

Annexure: IV

List of Participants 
Country-wise
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• Khath Bunthorn
• Kritima Thapa
• Kuldeep K Lohani
• Kartikeya Gupt
• Kavya  Sreekumar 
• Madhabendra Sinha
• Mahesh Kumar
• Mousumi Baruah
• Mayank Tripathi
• Miranda Rajkumari
• Md Kaif Akhtar
• Maitreyi  Pillai
• Manish  Kumar
• Mouna Mukherjee
• Nongthombam Jiten
• Nikita Jain
• Nikita Vats Rahman
• Neelakshi Talukdar
• Prakashani Singh
• Priyanka Chakraborty
• Rahul  Mazumdar 
• Sanjay  Pulipaka
• Salahuddin Ayyub
• Saleem Ahmad
• Sanjay Mangla
• Sarita  Fernandes
• Satyam Sundram
• Saurabh Sharma
• Shubham  Singh
• Shubhi Agarwal
• Sreya Pan
• Sheena Tyagi
• Sheila Devi
• Shristi Pukhrem
• Supriyo Mondal

• Surbhi Chakraborty
• Susanta Datta
• Surjeet NMF
• Supriya  Joshi
• Saba Gulnaz
• Sakshi Savita
• Sirdat Ullah
• Srirupa Mukherjee
• S Rubeel Haider Zaidi
• Tamasa Das
• Torunika Roy
• Vijay Prakash
• Vani Sharma 
• Vishal Rajput
• Yaikhom Sovina Devi
• Yari  Nayam
• Yaikhom Sovina Devi
• Yari  Nayam

Lao PDR
• Sompong Khounthavixay

Malaysia
• Benny Teh
• Yanitha Meena Louis
• Augustinne Wong
• Nurul Atiqah B Adanan
• Yanitha Meena Louis

The Phillipines
• Deryk Baladjay
• Dianne Mulingtapang
• Johnny Chotrani
• Matthew Uy
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Singapore
• Do Pat Tan Tan
• Pham Thi Phuong
• Prem Koman
• Kelvin Chai
• Kevin Neo
• Joseph Gan

Thailand
• Wipawee Panjinda
• Robert James
• Pakdeekul Ratana
• Perapol Umpaivit
• Phantitra Phuphaphantakarn
• Wipawee Panjinda
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Annexure: V
Interest Generated via Google 

214
responses

Invitation forwarded 

153
names 

Final Attendees

96
On the inaugural day 96 

attendees were there in the zoom room which was the 
highest, after which on an average 65 attendees were present

Annexure: V

Summary of Participation 
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Number of Participants

Name of Country  No. of Participants 

Brunei Darussalam 3

Cambodia 2

India 117

Indonesia 4

Malaysia 5

The Philippines 7

 Singapore 11

Thailand  8

Vietnam 1

Lao PDR 1
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Srishti
Learnt a lot, even had inspirations to look into newer areas of study in the 
region. But it is a missed opportunity that this session was done virtually. 
One feedback would be to give the trainees who attend an opportunity 
to engage in capacity building exercises themselves by allowing them 
to present their interests and study as well, which they can share with a 
wider collaboration.

Hino Samuel Jose

If we can have more practitioners and industry people in 

addition to academicians and scholars, that would make 

the workshops more wholesome

Pakdeekul Ratana 
Learnt a lot from this workshop, looking forward to 
learning further about Thailand, ASEAN and India.

Annexure: VI

Feedback of the Participants
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Joefe Santarita

Good to hear from think tanks, researchers and eminent experts. Liked 

the scheduling of the meets, prevents zoom fatigue.

Gerald Guillarme 
Youth-Centric programmes from 
ASEAN-India col laborat ion in 
terms of opportunities, socio-cultural 
development, etc.

Phuong Tran Thi Nhu 
Thanks for the programme and thinks the 
programme was a success. Raises issue of 
gender inequality and women’s safety in 
India. Shows appreciation for all organisers 
for giving her 
an opportunity to attend the training. 
Through presentations several interesting 
points have been given by researchers, but 
there is still a personal opinion concerning 
social safety issues affecting business as well 
as connectivity between ASEAN and India. 
For instance, in her experiences she felt 
unsafe traveling to India alone for women, 
for both sightseeing as well as business trips 
although I am often more confident about 
coming to some other ASEAN nations 
such as Singapore. South Korea, Japan or 
Thailand.

Feedback of the Participants
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Annexure: VII

PPT and Transcripts

Fukunari Kimura
Chief Economist, Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and 

East Asia (ERIA), Jakarta, Indonesia
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Harsh V Pant
Director, Studies and Head of the Strategic Studies Programme 

Observer Research Foundation (ORF), New Delhi
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Hoang Thi Ha
ASEAN Studies Centre, ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute
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Ms. Melinda Martinus
Lead Researcher (Socio-Cultural), ASEAN Studies Centre ISEAS - Yusof 

Ishak Institute, Singapore
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Dr. Prabir De
Professor, ASEAN India Centre, RIS, New Delhi
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Prof. Ruth Banomyong 

Department of International Business, Thammasat Business School, 
Thammasat University, Bangkok
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Dr. Prabir De
Professor, ASEAN India Centre, RIS, New Delhi
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Dr. Sithanonxay Suvannaphakdy
Lead Researcher (Economics), ASEAN Studies Centre, 

ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore
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Mr. Sanjay Pulipaka
Senior Fellow for Research Programmes and Strategic 
Neighbourhood, Delhi Policy Group (DPG), New Delhi
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Ms. Sharon Seah
Senior Fellow and Coordinator, ASEAN Studies Centre - ISEAS
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Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta
Executive Director, Asian Confluence
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Asian Confluence
Asian Confluence is a “think and do” institute based out of Shillong, in North-east 
India. The Asian Confluence initiates, stimulates and accelerates revival of the 
shared civilizational values between the peoples of India and South East and East 
Asia in order to   strengthen our ecological, intellectual, economic, technological, 
political and security ties, and thus ensure that we become dependable and involved 
partners for the growth of all countries in emerging Asia. The Asian Confluence is 
a fully owned Unit of Divya Jeevan Foundation Society. 

ASEAN-India Centre (AIC), RIS
The ASEAN-India Centre (AIC) at RIS, New Delhi is a resource centre for ASEAN 
Member States and India to fill the knowledge gaps that currently limit the 
opportunities for cooperation. The AIC is closely working with both the ASEAN 
Divisions of the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry (MCI) to undertake and disseminate policy research and provide policy 
recommendations

ASEAN Studies Centre (ASC), ISEAS – Yusof Ishak 
Institute

ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute (formerly Institute of Southeast Asian Studies) was 
established as an autonomous organisation in 1968. It is a regional centre dedicated 
to the study of socio-political, security, and economic trends and developments in 
Southeast Asia and its wider geostrategic and economic environment. The Institute’s 
research programmes are the Regional Economic Studies (RES), Regional Strategic 
and Political Studies (RSPS), and Regional Social and Cultural Studies (RSCS).
 
The ASEAN Studies Centre (ASC) was established in 2008 at ISEAS to research 
on issues pertaining to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) as 
an institution and a process. Through research, publications, conferences, media 
engagement and outreach activities, ASC seeks to promote greater understanding of 
ASEAN and to contribute toward regional cooperation and integration. The Centre 
conducts studies and provides inputs to stakeholders on issues and matters that 
call for collective ASEAN actions and responses, especially those pertinent to the 
ASEAN Community building process. The ASC is the first institutional Recipient of 
the 2020 ASEAN Prize, a prestigious award to honour outstanding achievements of 
individuals or organisations who have made meaningful contributions to ASEAN.
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